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THE DOCTRINE OF HAPPINESS

Point 1. Introduction and Description of Happiness.
L et’sbegin our subject with some principles.

A) Happinessisnot having what you want; it iswanting what you have, or as
we have seen before, it isbeing at a place of contentment.

Paul will say thisto usin Phi 4:11 “Not that | speak from want; for | have
learned to be content in whatever circumstances| am.”

Phi 4:12*1 know how to get along with humble means, and | also know how to
live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have learned the secret of
being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.”

Phi 4:13 “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”

The word for content is the noun autarkes which means contentment, to be
content, to be self-sufficient. It actually describesthe happinessof thebeliever
in spiritual adulthood.

B) The happiness of your life depends upon the quality of your thoughts,
therefore, you should guard thetype of thoughtsthat you allow into your soul.
You should be careful that you do not entertain any thoughts unsuitable to
virtueand imper sonal love.

Thisiswhy Paul said to the Philippiansin Phi 4:8“ Finally, brethren, whatever
Istrue, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever isof good repute, if thereisany virtueand if anything worthy of
praise, let your mind dwell on these things.”

In fact, happiness and virtue rest upon each other; the best are not only the
happiest, but the happiest are usually the best.

C) Thetruthisthat all of usattain the greatest successand happinesspossible
in this life whenever we use our capacities to their greatest extent. It’s our
capacity that allows usto experience happiness.



That’s why Heb 13:5 says “ Let your lifestyle be free from the love of money,
being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, | will never desert
you, nor will | ever forsake you.”

D) There is only one way to happiness and that is to cease worrying about
thingswhich arebeyond the power of our will. An unhappy personisinvolved
with egotism, selfishness, evil, or absoluteignorance.

Happinessisaway of life. In fact, happiness requires problems.

AsPaul will say tousin Phi 4:4“Behappy in the Lord always; again | will say,
be happy!”

Phi 4:5* Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord isnear.”

Phi 4:6" Beanxiousfor nothing [stop wor rying about anything], but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God.”

Phi 4:7* And the peace of God, which surpassesall comprehension, shall guard
your hearts and your mindsin Christ Jesus.”

E) You'll never realizehow happy you areuntil you go through certain problems
and find out that your happinesshasnot been taken away.

1Pe 1:3 " Blessed bethe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according
to His great mercy has caused usto be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

1Pe 1.4 *to obtain an inheritance which isimperishable and undefiled and will
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,”

1Pe 1:5 “who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.”

1Pe 1:6 “In this you greatly rgoice [you have inner happiness], even though
now for alittle while, if necessary, you have been distressed by varioustrials,”

1Pe 1:7 “that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is
perishable, even though tested by fire, may befoundto resultin praiseand glory
and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;”

1Pe 1.8 " and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do
not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rgjoice with an inexpressible



happiness and full of glory [a referenceto a soul structure which thinks with
God],”

F) Happinessisnot areward for doing something; it isa consequence. In the
Biblical realm, it isthe consequence of taking in doctrine.

Pro 3:13* Happiness belongsto the person who findswisdom, even to the person
who gains understanding.”

G) Wetend to forget that true happiness doesn’t come as a result of getting
somethingwedon’t have, but rather of recognizing and appreciating what we
do have. Thisiswhere capacity comesin once again.

H) It is not the place, nor the condition, but the mind alone that can make
anyone happy or miserable.

Pro 23:7 “For as he thinks within himsdlf, so heis.”

Pro 17:22 “ A happy heart is good medicine, But a broken spirit dries up the
bones.”

|) Happinessislearning to under stand rather than toimmediately judge.

A person can save himself from many hard falls by refraining from jumping
to conclusions. If you could only take some time to understand all the facts
rather than immediately judge someone, you will experienceatranquil life, a
life of peace and happiness.

J) Happiness means not following the majority and accepting their approach
toward life.

A happy person is one who makes up hisown mind, has hisown convictions,
and doesn’t allow himself to be manipulated.

K) Happinessisnot allowing your self toindulgein theusual manipulation that
goesonin life.

L) Happinessiscomingto understand that lifeisbest to belived and not to be
conceptualized or just considered.

A happy personisnot afraid to liveand isnot afraid to falil.

M) A person is happy because they are growing daily and not thinking of
wherethelimit lies.



Every day there can be a new revelation or a new discovery about life and
about God. The happy person livesoneday at atime and enjoys himself.

N) Happinessisalso being ableto treasurethe memory of past misfortunes.

In fact, happiness isn’t something you just experience; it’s something you
remember.

O) The happiest people are those who think the most interesting thoughts.
Those who decide to use leisure as a means of mental development, who love
good music, good books, good pictures, good company, good conver sation, are
the happiest peoplein theworld. They are not only happy in themselves, but
they sharetheir happinesswith others.

P) It isnot how much we have, but how much weenjoy, that makeshappiness.
Thekey totrue happinessisachangein our mental attitude.

Point 2. Definition and Vocabulary.

First of all let’sbegin with the English wordsused in the Biblefor happiness.

The English noun “joy” refersto a state of happiness or bliss or something
which causes happiness, great pleasure, or satisfaction. It isinteresting that it
isused by the apostle in the book of Philippians seven times, the number of
completion or perfection.

Theverb “rgoice” isalso another word which describes happiness, and it is
defined asan expression of a state of happinessor delight. Paul used thisword
eight timesin the book of Philippians.

TheEnglish noun “happiness’ isdefined asa state of well being char acterized
by a relative, permanent contentment, marked by pleasure, satisfaction, or
joy. In fact, it also meansto be enthusiastic about life.

These English words do not necessarily reflect the original languages of
Scripture.

Let’snotethe Hebrew words used for happiness.

Eshor istrandated blessed, blessedness, happiness. It isusually found in the
construct form ashere, generally translated happiness, blessing, blessed.

For example, in Psa 1:1*“ How blessed [happy] isthe man who doesnot walk in
the counsel of thewicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of
scoffers!”



Or look at Psa32:1“How blessed [happy] ishewhosetransgression isforgiven,
Whose sin is covered!”

Psa 32:2 “How blessed [happy] is the man to whom the Lord does not impute
iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!”

Eshor and ashereon thebasic wordsused for happinessin the Old Testament.
Then therearethe Greek wordsused for happiness.

The noun charaistrandated “joy.” However, the Romans and Greeks were
very cynical about happiness, and they didn’t seek it in things and people as
we do. So these Koine Greek words have different connotations from their
Englishtrandations.

The noun makarios (usually in the plural makaroi) istranslated “blessed” or
“happiness.” For example, it istheword used in the Sermon on the M ount.

Mat 5:3 “Blessed [happy] are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”

Mat 5:4 “Blessed [happy] are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
Mat 5:5 “ Blessed [happy] are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.”

Mat 5:6 “Blessed [happy] are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.”

Mat 5:7 “Blessed [happy] are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”
Mat 5:8 “Blessed [happy] arethe purein heart, for they shall see God.”

Mat 5:9 “ Blessed [happy] are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of
God.”

Mat 5:10 “ Blessed [happy] are those who have been persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirsisthe kingdom of heaven.”

Mat 5:11 “ Blessed [happy] areyou when [men] cast insultsat you, and persecute
you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.”

Mat 5:12 “ Regjoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they
per secuted the prophets who were before you.”

However, thesewor dsused for translation do not explain theBiblical doctrine
of happiness. The noun autarkeia comes a little closer, because it means



contentment, to becontent, or to be self-sufficient. It meansa per fect condition
of lifein which no aid or support isneeded.

It actually describesthe happiness of spiritual adulthood.

Itisusedin 1Ti 6:6“Butliving the spiritual life keepson being a great means of
prosperity when accompanied by contentment or capacity for life.”

Noticehow it istrandated in 2C09:8“ And God isableto makeall grace abound
toyou, that alwayshaving all sufficiency [ther € sautarkeiaor another definition
for happiness] in everything, you may have an abundancefor every good deed;”

Itsverb arkeo, in the active voice, meansto be sufficient; thereforeto be self-
sufficient. This comes closer to describing what Biblical happinessreally is,
and what happensto uswhen we execute the PPOG for the Church-age.

Itisusedin 2Co 12:9 “ And He has said to me, “ My grace is sufficient for you,
for power is perfected in weakness.”

In the passive voice, thisverb meansto be satisfied and content. Thisrefersto
an expression of happinessrelated to spiritual autonomy.

Thepassivevoiceuseof thisisfound 1Ti 6:8“ Now having nourishing food and
a change of clothes, with these we shall be content.”

Now, wereally cannot discover from thesewor dsalonewhat happinessis. We
commonly usethem in relationship to our emotions, stimulation, excitement,
and anticipation. But we do not know what happinessis from thesewordsin
isolation. Therefore, tounder stand what happinessisbecomesa grammatical,
exegetical, contextual examination of certain passages of the Word of God.

In other words, oneword doesn’t really describe happiness. But torefer toit,
wewill usethe commonly used word “happiness.”

M ost peoplecarry theentrenched notion that someset of circumstances, things,
or people can “make” ushappy.

However, happiness is not something that is made or manufactured by you.
We must never confuse happiness, as taught in the Word of God, with the
variousstimuli of lifewhich areenjoyablefor themoment, but have no ability
to sustain usin day-by-day living.

Whatever happinessis, it issomethingwehavewith usall thetime. It’sonlyin
thebody totheextent that thesoul isin thebody, for happinessisrelated tothe
soul and spirit, totheimmaterial partsof man, and isnot related to thebody at
all.



Remember that rapport with God must precede rapport with people. And if
you have no rapport with God, you will never haverapport with people, and
you also will never experiencetrue happiness.

Our corrected trandation of Phi 1:15-18 reads, Phi 1:15, “ Certain ones, on the
one hand, are proclaiming the Christ even from jealousy and strife or discord,
but certain ones on the other hand because of good motivation”

Phi 1:16 “the latter category [the last ones mentioned in verse 15] out of the
motivation of love, arefully convinced that | am appointed for the defense of the
good news;”

Phi 1:17 “the former category [the first ones mentioned in ver se 15] from the
motivation of divisive self-promotion proclaim Christ, not from pure motives,
since they presumeto arouse mental distresswith regard to my imprisonment.”

Phi 1:18 “What is my conclusion? Only that in every way, whether in false
motivation or in true, Christ is being proclaimed; and in this | am happy, not
only at thistime, but I will continue being happy.”

Wehavenoted inrelationship to thispassagethe subject of happiness, whichis
avery misunder stood concept in our day an age.

Truehappinessishaving contentment no matter what typeof situation you are
faced with.

Happiness dependsupon the quality of your thoughts.

Thereisonly oneway to happiness, and that isto cease wor rying about things
which are beyond the power of our control.

In fact, happinessrequires problems. You'll never realize how happy you are
until you go through certain problemsand find out that your happinesshasnot
been taken away.

We tend to forget that true happiness doesn’t come as a result of getting
somethingwedon’t have, but rather of recognizing and appreciating what we
do have. It isnot how much we have, but how much we enjoy, that revealsour
happiness.

Sothekey totrue happinessisachangein our mental attitude.

Thephrase“thepursuit of happiness’ isactually aridiculous phrase because
If you pursue happinessyou’ll never find it.



Point 3. The Biblical Categories of Happiness.
1) Pseudo happinessor false happiness.
2) Establishment happinessfrom following the laws of divine establishment.

3) Perfect happiness which isthe possession of divine happiness (also called
+H).

Pseudo happiness is Satan’s attempt to counterfeit the happiness, the
contentment, and the blessing which God has provided for every Church-age
believer as members of theroyal family of God.

Theprovision of perfect happinessisfound in our portfolio of invisible assets
and the game plan for the Church-age, the PPOG. However, asthe ruler of
thisworld, Satan lovesto keep his citizens deceived through this counterfeit
happiness. Hedoes so by providing stimulation, ambition, and self-indulgence
which will either counterfeit or cancel out the happiness God providesfor us.

Thisiswhy the apostle John said in 1Jo 2:15 “ Do not love the world, nor the
thingsin the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father isnot in
him.”

1Jo02:16“For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh and thelust of the eyes
and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.”

1Jo02:17* Andtheworld ispassing away, and also itslusts; but the onewho does
thewill of God abides forever.”

Satan himself doesnot per sonally administer pseudo happinessto any person,
but hedoesprovidethe system called in thispassagetheworld, or the kosmos,
which we call the cosmic system.

And the cosmic system provided by Satan is filled with illusions, delusions,
fallacies, and misconceptions of happiness.

Satan’s myth of arroganceisthat both people and pleasant circumstancesin
life can make you happy. Thisof courseisnot true.

Satan’s propaganda is that money, success, pleasure, social life, sexual life,
public approbation, fame, material things, travel, health, and pleasant
circumstancesin life can make you happy.

Thisis only true under certain circumstances and with certain limitations;
however, it doesn’t last. Often these things are pleasurable, stimulating, fun,
and enjoyable, but they cannot support you...especially in time of suffering.



By way of contrast, what God has provided for usin perfect happinessisa
per manent factor and a problem-solving device.

Remember thisprinciple, anythingthat isworthwhileisworthwhilein adver sity
aswell asin prosperity.

If you aredependent on any person or set of circumstancesfor happiness, you
areweak and you do not have happiness.

To the extent that you are dependent on people, circumstances, prosperity,
success, or any accoutrements of lifefor happiness, you are weak.

But if, asa believer in Jesus Christ, you have been faithful in the reception,
retention, and recall of Bible doctrine and have advanced to spiritual self-
esteem, spiritual autonomy, or spiritual maturity; you are not only a strong
per son, but you havegreat inner happiness. You takethisinner happinesswith
you wherever you go, just liketheapostle Paul took it with him whilein prison.

God’shappinessisn’t dependent on environment, associations, or circumstances
of prosperity or adver sity; it dependson none of these things.

God’'shappinessissimply apart of God’sgracepolicy tobelieversinthelLord
Jesus Christ.

Remember that Satan istheruler of thisworld, Luk 4:5-7; Joh 12:31, 14:30,
16:11 [ruler]; 2Co 4:4 [god]; Eph 2:2 [prince]. In Eph 2:2, he is called the
prince of the power of theair, or the one who controlsthe atmospherein this
world. Here the “atmosphere” refers to the educational system, the media,
television, radio, literature, or any other meansthat the kingdom of darkness
can usetoinvadeyour system of thinking.

Satan rulesand controlsthrough apolicy called arrogance, in contrast toGod’s
policy of grace. However, Satan’s administration of pseudo happinessto any
believer or unbeliever can only exist when that person isinvolved in thecosmic
system. Thishappensprimarily in cosmic one, wherethrough arrogance, any
capacity for true happinessisdestroyed.

Arrogance destroysany capacity for happiness. The presence of arrogancein
your soul isa guarantee of unhappiness perpetuated for therest of your life.

Arroganceincludesjealousy, and you cannot bejealousand be happy.
It includes self-pity, and you cannot have self-pity and be happy.

It includesa guilt complex, which you cannot have and be happy.



It also includes implacability, vindictiveness, hatred, revenge motivation,
revenge function; any of these can keep you from being happy. All mental
attitudesins, which add up tomotivational arrogance, guar anteetheexclusion
of any happiness. Then from thereyou will moveto functional arrogance, which
only intensifies your unhappiness, causing you to begin a frantic search for
happiness, and to try all sortsof thingsthat will only make you unhappy.

Your life might be like the fool mentioned in Luk 12:16 “And He told them a
parable, saying, ‘ The land of a certain rich man was very productive.””

Luk 12:17 “ And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall | do, since
| have no place to store my crops?”

Luk 12:18 “And he said, ‘ Thisiswhat | will do: | will tear down my barns and
build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods.””

Luk 12:19 “And | will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have many goods laid up for
many years [to come]; take your ease, eat, drink [and] be merry.’”

L uk 12:20* But God saidto him, “ You fool! This[very] night your soul isrequired
of you; and [now] who will own what you have prepared?’”

Luk 12:21 “ So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich
toward God.”

Unhappinessdestroysthepotential for contentment and appreciation and causes
peopletogoon thefrantic search for happiness. Thiscompleteand total search
for pleasureeventually resultsin thetotal destruction of theindividual.

Noamount of material possession produceswealth; but enjoyingwhat wehave,
no matter how much or how littleit may be, iswhat makesuswealthy.

And, for thosein theworld, it isvery hard to tell what does bring happiness
because poverty and wealth have both failed. The problem is these people
have been deceived by the god of thisworld.

That’swhy in Rev 12:9 we are told “ And the great dragon was thrown down,
the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole
world;”

So, the arrogance complex isvery deceptive becauseit deludes, distracts, and
deceivesmankind into false notionsabout what constituteshappiness. A short
good time can certainly be construed as happinessduring thetimeit occurs.

Pseudo happinesscan bestimulation, fun, entertainment, or somethingthat is
enjoyable, but it isn't permanent; it is momentary. It depends upon a set of



circumstancesand an environment pleasant to you. And the great deceiver of
thisworld has trapped many individuals by causing them to be suckers for
pseudo happiness.

As 2Ti 2:26 saysthey are being “ held captive by Satan to do hiswill.”

Sothisiscalled pseudo happiness because, beyond that moment of good time,
therearebad times, routine times, or dull times. And when you arebored or
facing problems, that past tempor ary happiness does not sustain you. People
cannot becarried by good times.

However, by way of contrast, per fect happinessisamagnificent problem-solving
device because you have it all the time, and you merely tune into it during
problem solving.

Perfect happiness is not only a problem-solving device, but it is a basis for
capacity for life.

Arrogant preoccupation with self through involvement in the cosmic system
guar anteesunhappiness, and it guar anteesthat every moment of stimulation,
success, or enjoyment will neither be perpetuated nor sustain you in day-by-
day life.

Therefore, it is called pseudo happiness. You are stimulated and you call it
happiness, but it’sgonetomorrow.

Pseudo-happinessis associated with any form of stimulation, enjoyment, or
excitement which providestemporary pleasure, but it doesnot sustain, motivate,
or encour age the believer in time of adversity, pressure, suffering, or testing,
duringwhich timeheneedsto usetheresourcesof doctrineto solvetheproblems
that beset him.

And instead of true happiness, if you areinvolved with the cosmic system this
guar antees you self-induced misery and divine discipline. You can befreeto
indulgeyour salf in every whim of life, and yet becomefrustrated and miserable.
You must have capacity for happinesstoreally be happy, and then you can be
happy in whatever life has to offer you in a given moment. Capacity for
happiness must precede the experience or function of happiness.

Mor ality, self-control, and self-deter mination based on divine standar dsof the
Word of God will producetwo kinds of happinessin your life.

1) The unbeliever who functionsunder morality without arrogance will have
establishment happinessfrom thelaws of divine establishment.



2) Thebdiever whofunctionsunder consistent perception, metabolization and
application of Bibledoctrinewill receive per fect happiness, which isaday-by-
day, moment-by-moment happinessthat carriesyou in the darkest of nights
and the most difficult of times.

Life is divided into two parts. living and dying. And if you have perfect
happiness in living, you will have perfect happiness in dying, whether it is
prolonged and painful or short and sweset.

Theonly differencebetween living and dyingisthat, in living, we havethefull
useof our volition toward doctrine. However, in dying, our volition isnolonger
an issue because God’s sovereignty selectsthetime, place, and manner of our
death.

If you livein thecosmic system, you will havea pseudo happinessin living and
thereforeapseudo happinessin dying; and you will diemiserably with alifestyle
of fear. Your mental attitude of panic will actually intensify all your problems
in dying.

But if you have perfect happiness, you will have a magnificent life and a
magnificent timewhiledying.

Another areain which you can haveeither pseudo happinessor God’sperfect
happinessisin your singleor marital status.

If you have pseudo happiness, when you aresingle, you wish you weremarried,
and when you aremarried, you wish you were single. But if you have perfect
happiness, it doesn’t make any difference whether you aresingleor married.

If you have perfect happinessand imper sonal lovein marriage, you can resolve
all marital problems. That doesn’t mean that the marriageisalwaysgoing to
work out; in many casesit doesnot. However, it does mean you don’t haveto
haveany bitter ness, jealousy, anger, vindictiveness, or revengemotivation, like
so many do when their marriage doesn’t work out.

Remember that the four divineinstitutionsarefor believersand unbelievers
alike. They arethe basis of structurein society, the basisfor the per petuation
of human life and freedom, and the basis for order in society by which each
person can fulfill hisown destiny while other sfulfill theirs.

However, neither divineinstitution number one, volition, nor divineinstitution
number two, marriage, sustained and carried Adam and thewoman in per fect
environment. Beforethefall of man, twodivineinstitutionsexisted. Therewas
freedom of valition, divineinstitution number one, and then therewasmarriage,



divineinstitution number two. Therewas no family and no nation, which are
divine institutions numbers 3 and 4. However, the marriage of Adam to the
woman wasaflop, afailure, asnoted by Adam’soriginal sin and thewoman’s
sin.

And asthey left the garden, God gave each one a mandate, and whether you
and | like it or not is not the issue; God said “Husband, work! Wife, bear
children!” God didn’t tell them, “ Goforth and be happy.” In fact, throughout
the Scripture, thereareno mandatesto behappy in marriage, becausemarriage
is not a state of happiness. And if you did a study in the word of God, you
would find out that certain marriageswereflops, but theindividuals still had
per fect happiness.

For example, remember Abraham’s deceitful and cowardly attitude toward
hiswife Sarah, Gen 12:12-13, 20:1-18. They didn’t have a good marriage, but
they both ended up winner believersand had the happiness of God.

M osesdivor ced hisfirst wifeZipporah in Exo 18:2, but hestill had thehappiness
of God duringthat terrible marriage where she threw some foreskin at him.
I"1l let the Living Bible give you an idea of what happened. Exo 4:25 “ Then
Zipporah hiswife took a flint knife and cut off the foreskin of her young son’s
penis, and threw it against Moses' feet, remarking disgustedly, ‘What a blood-
smeared husband you’ ve turned out to be!’”

Hedidn’t have a good or happy marriage, but he had the happiness of God.

Doyou think that David had a happy marriagewhen in 2Sa 5:13“ Meanwhile
David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem,” ?

He didn’t have a good or happy marriage, or in his case, marriages, but he
had the happiness of God. In fact, in 2Sa 6:16, it says that his wife Michal
hated him. However, David still had God’s happiness.

Hosea is another example of a winner believer who did not have a happy
marriage.

Hos 1:2 “When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea,
“Go, taketo yoursalf awifeof harlotry [or gomarry awhore], and [have] children
of harlotry; for theland commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the Lord.”

Hos 1:3“ So hewent and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived
and bore him a son.”

Hedidn’t have a good or happy marriage but he had the happiness of God.



Now, thepoint is, marriagewasnever designed for happiness. A happy marriage
occur s when two happy people enter into a state of matrimony and in that
stateretain their happiness.

The only happy people who can do this arethose who have perfect happiness
or establishment happiness.

An unhappy marriage occur swhen two unhappy peopleget married and retain
their unhappiness. Or when a happy person and an unhappy person get
married, and the unhappy person dominates and controlsthe marriage, the
happy per son loses his happiness.

A marriageissuccessful when two unhappy people get married, and through
thepredesigned plan of God (PPOG) or thelawsof divineestablishment, attain
happinessand livetogether in a state of contentment.

But with regard to believers, it isimpossible for believers to have a happy
marriageapart from spiritual growth, execution of the PPOG, and possession
of perfect happiness.

The best potential for a great marriage belongsto believerswho are positive
toward doctrine.

If thecarnal believer triesto haveagood marriagethrough establishment, his
carnality and arrogance cancel out the establishment principles. Therefore,
the believer's only hopeisto grow in grace through the perception of Bible
doctrine.

A successful marriageispossiblefor any two believerswho are both positive
toward Bibledoctrine.

An unsuccessful marriagealso happenswhen a happy per son and an unhappy
person get married, and theunhappy per son causesthe happy persontorevert
to the cosmic system.

A failingmarriage occur swhen the happy per son married toan unhappy per son
changeshisprioritiesin life so that heloses his premarital happiness.

So marriage will not make you happy. In fact, if you are involved in the
arrogance of the cosmic system, marriage will intensify and increase your
misery.

People, marriage, sex, prosperity, success cannot make you happy. Only the
execution or fulfillment of the PPOG and the use of the ten problem-solving
devices can make you happy.



In fact, successisgetting what you want; happinessiswanting what you get.

And once you have perfect happiness, you have the same happiness and the
same capacity for happinessin adversity aswell asin prosperity.

In Phi 4:13 “You can do all things through Him who strengthens you.”

There are also those who are single who are waiting for their right man or
right woman, 1Co 7:17. Thisincludes those who haven’t been married and
thosewho havebeen married, but arenot now married. Remember that those
divorced with thelegal right toremarry arein single status, and havethebona
fideright under certain conditionsto remarry, Deu 24:1-4. These conditions
include unfaithfulness on the part of the opposite partner or desertion by the
oppositepartner.

However, if you are single and looking for happiness, do not look for it in
someone of the opposite sex...you won't find it!

People are no better in marriagethan they are as people.

Peoplearenever thesameafter marriage; they changeeither for the better or
the worse. Marriage is a problem manufacturing device which demandsthe
best from every believer.

Soin 1Co 7:32 “But | want you to be free from concern. Onewho isunmarried
Is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord;”

1Co 7:33 “but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world,
how he may please hiswife,”

1Co 7:34 “and hisinterests are divided. And the woman who isunmarried, and
thevirgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both
in body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the
world, how she may please her husband.”

1Co 7:35“And this | say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you,
but to promote what is seemly, and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.”

So you see, being married or singleisnot an issue in having the happiness of
God.

What happenstoalot of single peopleisthat they don’t know how to deal with
loneliness. When human loneliness comesin we need to deal with it according
todoctrineor elsedepression will set in.



Therearefour types of depression:

1) Mental attitude depression in which the individual isin a state of sorrow
and self-pity.

2) Passive depression in which the person becomes very passive toward the
necessary functionsof lifewith noinitiation.

3) Aggressive depression in which the person becomes very violent in his
reactions.

4) Moody depression which produces a negative, complaining and critical
per son.

A believer who allowsthis depression to go unchecked ismaking a provision
for serious problemsdown theroad.

The lonely person then becomes a miserable person and looks to others for
happiness. In fact, for some believers even Christianity appears to be only
another temporary sourceof relief similar totheworld’sprovision of escapism.
That’swhy the arrogant visitor to thelocal church demands attention under
thefalseassumption that aso-called “ friendly church” will bring happiness. A
friendly church cannot make anyone happy.

Man'’s loneliness and anxiety isthe result of an empty, aimless, meaningless
life because of r g ection of the PPOG. So an areain which you can haveeither
temporal happiness or God’s perfect happinessisin your single or marital
status.

Therearemany illusionsrelated to pseudo happiness. Anillusion isdefined as
an erroneous perception of reality, or an erroneous concept or belief. It is
actually the condition of being deceived by a false perception or belief. If you
have illusions relating to happiness, you must deal with them because if you
don’t, you will end up with ameaninglesslife because of r g ection of thetruth.

Oba 1:3“The arrogance of your heart has deceived you.”

So let’s note some of the illusions and misconceptions that people have
concer ning happiness.

A) The most common illusion relates to the fact that you cannot build your
happiness on the details of life: money, success, pleasure, social life, friends,
relatives, health, sex, or status symbols. Now, don’t misunderstand this
statement. If you have capacity from perfect happiness, you can enjoy these
thingsto the maximum.



However, they arenot a sour ce of happiness, but ssimply ameansof expressing
the happinessyou already possess.

B) You cannot build your happiness on pleasant environment. Thisis one of
thereasonswhy peopletrave; they think achangeof environment makesthem

happy.

C) You cannot build your happinesson people, romance, marriage, friendship,
children, or social activity. Thisis another myth, that people can make you

happy.

Popularity relatesto other people liking you, happiness relates to you liking
your self.

D) You cannot build your happiness by changing the devil’s world through
reform crusades, social engineering, violence, civil disobedience, or revolution.
Your objective should not beto changethedevil’sworld; instead, you should
beawitnessfor Christ to people. You should betellingthem thegood newsand
theimportanceof doctrine. You can dothat on your jobs, in your neighbor hood,
at your schools, by bringing them here, or even sharingdoctrinein chat rooms
on thelnternet.

E) You cannot build your happiness on someone else’'sunhappiness. If that is
the case, you arefull of all the sins of the arrogance complex. You'rejealous,
bitter, vindictive, implacable, angry, full of hatred, self-pity, filled with guilt
reactionsthat motivateyou. You malign, gossip, run down, and get involved in
revenge modus oper andi.

Principlesrelated to pseudo happiness:

1) Pseudo happinessdependson involvement with theevil of the cosmic system
of Satan, and therefore can only berelated to a moment of time, a moment of
pleasure, a moment of history, amoment of power, amoment of approbation,
or amoment of success.

The key word here of course here is a “moment.” Anything you have in a
moment, which cannot be perpetuated, is not happiness, and too often it is
related to emotion. Many individuals, including believer sunder theinfluence
of evil, only have fleeting happiness based upon emotion.

For example, in Job 21:7, Job is talking to a reversionistic believer whose
nameisZophar and he says*“ Why do thewicked still live, why do they continue
on and become very powerful ?”



In other words, Job isasking, “Why areyou still standingin front of meZophar!
Why does God allow you to live, Zophar ?”

Of coursetheanswer tothat isall believers, winnersor loser s, receivelogistical
gracesupport from thegraceof God. Remember Mat 5:45“for He causesHis
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.”

Winnersand loser sboth havetimesof happinessin life. I n context, Job’sfriend
Zophar is avery wealthy and prosperous man, even though heisvery self-
righteous, arrogant and filled with inordinate ambition and inordinate
competition. Thisiswhy Zophar isgloating over thefall of Job...whichisn't a
fall at all, because Job isbeing honored by God in evidence testing!

Soin verse 7, Job says “Why do the wicked still live, [as he looks right in the
eyes of Zophar] Continue on, also become very powerful ?”

Job 21:8“ Their descendants are established with them in their sight, And their
offspring before their eyes,”

They had nicefamily livesand did not lose all of their children like Job did.
Job 21:9 “Their houses are safe from fear, Neither istherod of God on them.”
Not on Zophar yet, but it will be!

Job 21:10 “His ox mates without fail; His cow calves and does not abort or
miscarry.”

Job istalking about prosperity in an agricultural economy!

Job 21:11 “They send forth their little ones like the flock, And their children
skip about.”

Job 21:12 “ They sing to thetambourine and the harp and rejoice at the sound of
theflute[that’stheir pseudo happiness].”

Job 21:13 “ They spend their days in prosperity and suddenly they go down to
Sheal [or the grave; whether they are believers or unbelievers, when lifeis
over, they will answer to God accordingly].”

2) With pseudo happiness, when you get into serioustrouble, you never recall
the “good times;” because you've already entered into a state of arrogance
and fear. Thesetwo mental attitudesguar anteeyou will never find any happiness
apart from the laws of divine establishment for the unbeliever, and the
attainment of spiritual adulthood for the believer.



3) Pseudo happinessdependson theenvironment, superficial pleasuresof life,
material things, status symbols, approbation from society, pleasure, success,
social life, sexual activity, stimulation from drug abuse; thisfalse happinessis
self-gratification related to the lust pattern of theold sin nature.

And that’swhy Solomon said it was vain in Ecc 2:1 “| said to myself, ‘Come
now, | will test you with pleasure. So enjoy yourself.” And behold, it too was
vanity.”

4) Pseudo happiness is superficial, changeable, unstable, frustrating, and
temporary; it's the source of self-induced misery under the law of volitional
responsibility.

It'slimited tothislife, Psa 17:14, Luk 16:25.

It isshort, Job 20:5“ The triumphing of the wicked is short, And the happiness
of the godless momentary?”

Pseudo happinessisuncertain, Luk 12:20.
Itisvain, Ecc 2:1,7:6.

It isderived from wealth, Psa 52.7; power, Psa 37:35; worldly prosperity, Psa
17:14; gluttony, Isa 22:13; drunkenness, Isa 56:12; vain pleasure, Isa 5:12;
successful oppression, Hab 1:15.

5) Thebelief that marriage, sex, success, prosperity, wealth, and social lifecan
make someone happy isa myth. No one can make someone else happy. Some
people think of marriage as a state of happiness, while othersthink of being
single as a state of happiness. In fact, foolish people get married because
someone promisesto makethem happy forever, or becausethey want to leave
theenvironment of an unhappy homeand transfer their unhappinessintotheir
own new unhappy nest. Thisisthe “both sides of the fence’” syndrome. Both
the poor and therich, the single and married, are unhappy, looking to the
other side of thefencefor happiness.

6) Unhappy peopletaketheir unhappinesswith them wherever they go, even if
they crossover totheother sideof thefence, whether it’spoor or rich, singleor
married. Thosebeliever swhoreect Bibledoctrine cultivate unhappiness, and
alwaystakeit with them. Unhappy people complain constantly because their
desiresarenot being met. Inreality, if you really want to experience happiness,
you don’t need to add richesto your life but you need to have certain desires
removed.



7) The arrogance of unhappiness assumes that people, success, prosperity,
promotion, romance, marriage, friendship, attention, approbation can make
you happy. However, in reality, as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, only
Bibledoctrinein your soul can makeyou happy; i.e., reception, retention, recall
of Bibledoctrine.

Only theprovision of God’sgrace policy can really makeyou happy, and that
demandsthethree“R”s:

A) Reception isconsistent perception of Bible doctrine.

B) Retention isthe metabolization of doctrine, converting gnosisto epignosis
doctrine.

C) Recall isthe application of doctrineto whatever your circumstances may
be, towhichever side of thefenceyou areon. Theday you can look over onthe
other side, and beglad you'reon your side of thefence, istheday you beginto

apply thispaint.

8) For example, look at Satan himself. He was the most beautiful, successful,
attractive creature genius of all time. He had a maximum amount of power
over millions or even perhaps billions of angels. Yet Satan, right now asthe
ruler of thisworld, isbored, miserable, frustrated, and very, very unhappy!

All thethingsthat you think will makeyou happy havenot made Satan happy,
and he hasthem all!

Satan astheruler of thisworld hascertain waysto provide pseudo happiness.
Oneisto provide temporary happiness to certain believers and unbelievers
who carry out hiswill of evil and perform human good. Thisiswhy thewicked

prosper.

Satan’s system of evil provides certain stimulusfor human emotions. He has
stimuli designed to makeyou think you are happy. His system rewar ds people
who follow hisprecepts. Thispseudo happinessisrelated toreversionism, the
interlocking systems of arrogance (his cosmic systems one and two), and the
function of evil in the soul.

However, sincethispseudo happinessdependson involvement with evil, it can
only berelated tothislife. Thistype of pseudo happinessinvolves pushing for
abetter environment, superficial pleasuresintime, thedetailsof life, promotion,
and thesaturation of thelust patter n of theold sin nature. Thispseudo happiness
isthetemporary triumph of evil in the human soul, 2Sa 1:19-20.



So, Satan isthegreatest geniusof all created beings. However, whilehehasthe
ability to provide pseudo happiness, hedoesn’'t havetheability to maintain it
for you. Hecan't givelogistical support tohuman prosperity. Therefore, pseudo
happinessquickly evaporatesin timeof historical disaster or divinediscipline.
Thechildren of | srael werehappy when they rg ected the mannafrom heaven
and asked God for quail, and in their happiness notice what happened, Num
11:33 “While the meat was still between their teeth, before it was chewed, the
anger of the LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD struck the
people with a very severe plague.”

Job 15:21 “ Sounds of terror arein hisears, while at peace the destroyer comes
upon him.”

The Jews had pseudo happiness as they rejected Bible doctrine and notice
what happened tothem in Jer 25:10“ Moreover, | will take from them the voice
of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the
bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp.”

Jer 25:11 “ And this whole land shall be a desolation and a horror, and these
nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.”

So, pseudo happinessquickly evapor atesin timeof historical disaster. Pseudo
happinessis also quickly wiped out by boredom, frustration, and the frantic
search for happiness. Thebeliever whohasanythingrelated to pseudo happiness
ismiserablewith what he has. Pseudo happinessdoesn’t sustain mankind, but
destroysboth his perspective and hiseternal future.

So, happinessisan individual state of the soul and actually hasnothing to do
with associationsin life.

Unhappy people seek happiness through the control of their environment,
including personsin their environment like family, friends, and loved ones.
They do thisin one of two ways:

1) By causing thosearound them to havea guilt complex or aguilt reaction for
alleged or real neglect.

2) By arousing pity from othersin their state of self-pity.

Self-pity isamonstrousthing! If you'redating someonewho is obsessed with
self-pity, move away from them like the plague! The attention that comes
through pity isthewor st attention you can receive. Pity istheflattery that the
failure craves so that he or she may preserve their excuses and their self-
esteem. In fact, self-pity occursin the life of the believer who loses intimacy
with TLJC.



So the arrogance of unhappiness, or pseudo happiness, not only seeks to
dominate and endave, but also has wide emotional swings. It is one of the
many reasonsfor neurosisand psychosisin believers.

Establishment happinessisthetempor al happinessof theunbeliever wholives
by establishment principles. Thishappinessisderived from submittingtothe
laws of divine establishment, which are designed to remove arrogance and
fear from thelife, and to replace them with a genuine humility. Thisresultsin
a capacity for life and the attainment of human honor and integrity. This
explainswhy so many unbelieversare happier than many believers; livingin
thelaws of divine establishment can provide happinessfor them.

Establishment isfor believer and unbeliever alike; however if a believer just
lives under establishment happiness and reg ects the plan of God, he will be
under divine discipline and therefore will not experience establishment
happiness.

Under establishment happiness, the unbeliever moves beyond morality to a
placeof limited virtue, becoming a per son of honor. Theunbeliever can achieve
thishappinessthrough enforced and genuine humility from thelawsof divine
establishment.

The key to happiness in the unbeliever is having a fantastic humility. For
example, the unbeliever can marry a woman with whom he has total
compatibility (i.e., compatibility of both soul and body), and at the sametime
he can work in somejob or profession which heenjoys. Ecc 9:9 mentionsthese
two areas of life, marriage and work, as the basis for which unbelievers can
have a genuine short-term happiness compatiblewith their capacity.

Ecc 9:9 “Enjoy life [establishment happiness] with your right woman whom
you haveloved all the days of your life of vanity which God has given you under
the sun, for thisis your reward in life [establishment happiness|, and [enjoy]
your occupation in which you are working under the sun.”

Thissuccessful marriage and happinessin your occupation isablessing from
God even totheunbelievers. Inthispassage, notethat both thewoman and the
job are said to be a gift from God. When it says Ecc 9:9 “ Enjoy life with your
right woman whom you have loved all the days of your life of vanity which God
has given you under thesun,” it isnot saying that God hasgiven you thelife of
vanity, but theright woman and the occupation. The doctrine of right man /
right woman is illustrated throughout the Bible. It is taught very clearly in
Gen 2:18-25,Ecc9:9,1Co07:17,Pro18:22,19:14, Pro 5, 31, just toname afew
passages.



So again, Ecc 9:9“ Enjoy life[establishment happiness| with your right woman
whom you have loved all the days of your life of vanity which God has given you
under the sun, for thisis your reward in life [establishment happiness|, and
[enjoy] your occupation in which you are working under the sun.”

A “lifeof vanity” referstothelifeof theunbeliever. Whatever kind of lifeit is,
it’svery short-term. Asflawed asthe unbeliever is, God hasprovided for him
asystem in which he can have happinessin marriage. Notethat God giveslife
even to the unbeliever. There arerewardsin thislife for certain unbelievers
who have virtue and honor based upon establishment principles. Thetype of
work isnot specified here; it can beany job heenjoys. Thisexplainswhy some
unbelievers are very happy, but remember it isvery short-term. Beyond the
grave they will first face Tormentsin Hades, and then spend eternity in the
Lakeof Fire.

So two things can make an unbeliever happy: a successful relationship in
marriage, and hisoccupation in life. Happinessin thesetwo areascomesto the
unbeliever who has developed honor and integrity from the laws of divine
establishment. Note what is not mentioned: social life, pleasure, emotion,
stimulation, etc. Thishappinessistheunbeliever’sreward for compliancewith
thelawsof divineestablishment; however, it isnot areward for theunbeliever’s
mor ality, which carrieswith it the sting of arrogance. Once a per son becomes
arrogant about his morality, he enters into self-righteousness and crusader
arrogance, and becomestheunhappiest of all peoplebecauseheisjudgmental.

Thetragedy of establishment happinessisthat thereisno per petuation of this
happiness beyond the grave, which brings it to a screeching halt (if not
terminated beforethen). But even when per petuated tothegrave, establishment
happiness cannot be per petuated beyond time.

And eternity isalong, long time.

However, all too often, establishment happiness becomes a victim of
circumstances. Certain adver secircumstancesarestronger than establishment
happinessand can wipeit out. So establishment happinesscannot even survive
tragedy or any real adverdity; it isarestricted and temporary happiness. It is
vulnerable to environment and circumstances. For example, a man may be
very happy with his wife. But if she becomes unhappy and leaves him, his
reward in lifeisgone. If aman lovesand enjoyshisjob or profession, thiscan
also belost. Therefore, establishment happinessis dependent upon cognition
and compliance with establishment principles, according to Rom 13.



Wher e establishment does not exist, establishment happiness does not exist.
Thisisnot areferencetomorality or self-righteousness. M orality ismerely the
bottom step in establishment; honor and integrity are higher. The result of
obedience to the laws of divine establishment is not a happiness associated
with pleasant things, but a happinessassociated with important things.

Under the laws of divine establishment, establishment happiness is possible
when one's children turn out well. Look at Pro 23:24-25 “The father of the
virtuous children will be happy [establishment happiness]. Therefore, he who
bringsforth awise son will be happy. Let your father and your mother be happy.
Let her who gave birth to you be happy.” When one's children havevirtue and
integrity, thisgivesthe parent or parentsa measure of prosperity.

Again however, establishment happinessisatemporary happinesswhich does
not sustain anyone under pressure or carry over into eternity. For example,
you could bevery proud that your children turned out well, and then something
may gowrongand your establishment happinesswould disappear in amoment.
This leaves nothing but scars and emotional hangovers. Establishment
happinessdoesn’t last!

Themost important happinessfound in theword of God is perfect happiness
which isthe possession of God’s Happiness, or +H.

1) For example, establishment happiness is dependent happiness; perfect
happinessisindependent happiness. Establishment happinessisdependent on
circumstances; perfect happiness is independent in the soul of any believer
who has attained any stage of spiritual adulthood. It begins at spiritual self-
esteem, continuesat spiritual autonomy, and becomesthe most fantasticthing
in lifeat spiritual maturity.

2) Perfect happiness or divine happiness is the monopoly of the believer in
gpiritual adulthood. It only belongsto thosefew believer swhoreach thethree
stagesof spiritual adulthood.

3) However, relatively few believers have this perfect happiness because it
requiresconsistent per ception, metabolization and application of Bibledoctrine
and theadvanceto spiritual adulthood, especially maturity.

This requires something that no lazy-minded person can do, and that isto
concentrate on anything for very long. Now, thisiswhy our Lord said in Joh
8:31 “Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, ‘If you
abidein My word, [then] you are truly disciples of Mine;’”



Joh 8:32 “and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

In Joh 8:31 “If you abide in My word,” the word “abide” isthe aorist-active-
subjunctive of theverb meno, which lookslike meinetein the Greek, meaning
“to stay in a given place, to continue, to dwell, to endure, to be present, to
remain, to stand, not to depart, or to last.” Thisisan excellent definition of
persevering asa disciple of Bible doctrine.

Joh 8:31“If you abide[stay, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand,
and not depart, or last] in My word, [then] you are truly disciples of Mine;”

You see, relatively few believer shavethisperfect happinessbecauseit requires
consistent perception, metabolization and application of Bible doctrine and
the advance to spiritual adulthood, especially maturity. It takes work and
disciplinetokeep comingtoBibleclassand study God’sword on adaily basis.
And that’swhy our Lord said in Joh 8:31 “If you abidein My word, [then] you
are truly disciples of Mine.” The word “disciple’ is interesting because it’s
whereweget our word discipline. It’sthenoun mathetai which istheplural of
mathetes, and it means “a learner, a pupil, a disciple, a person who directs
their mind towar d something taught by someone.”

That’s why there were the disciples of M oses, Joh 9:28; the disciples of the
Pharisees, Mar 2:18; thedisciples of John the Baptist, Joh 3:25; the disciples
of Paul, Act 9:25; and of course the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, Mat
16:21.

Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testament in volume four on page
416 saysthisword denotesa “ direct dependence of the one under instruction
upon an authority superior in knowledge.” Thisis why God gave apostles,
prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers, to equip the saintsfor thework of
the ministry and to build up thebody of Christ, Eph 4:11-12.

Thismeansthat if you know moredoctrinethan your pastor, it’stimetofind a
new pastor. When | saiah used thisword, heused it for thosewho werestudents
of theword of God.

Isa8:16 “ Bind up thetestimony, seal thelaw [thedoctrine] among my disciples.”

Isa 50:4 “The Lord God has given me thetongue of disciples, That | may know
how to sustain the weary onewith a word. He awakens me morning by morning,
He awakens my ear to listen asa disciple.”



Theword actually meanstheexistence of a per sonal attachment which shapes
thewholelifeof thedisciple, or an intensededication and devotion to something
[in thiscasetheword of God].

Soin Joh 8:31* Jesusthereforewas saying to those Jewswho had believed Him,
“If you abidein My word, [then] you aretruly disciples of Mine;”

Joh 8:32 “and you shall know the truth [the doctrineg], and the doctrine shall
make you free.”

Relatively few believers have this perfect happiness because it requires
consistent perception, metabolization and application of Bible doctrine and
theadvanceto spiritual adulthood, especially maturity. It requires something
that nolazy-minded person can do, and that isto concentrate on anything for
very long. Most believers can’t concentrate on doctrine long enough to learn
the plan of God, and they are easily distracted and discour aged.

4) Perfect happiness or God’'s happiness carries over into the eternal state.
Especially if you passevidencetesting, perfect happinessremainsin per petual
statusquo under threecircumstances.

A) Living asa mature believer.
B) Dying as a mature believer.

C) The eternal state, where you will have a far, far greater happiness than
believerswho arelosersbut also in resurrection bodies.

Remember that therearedegreesof lifeafter death. Thecapacity of themature
believer for themost fantastic eternal rewar dsisbuilt intotheperfect happiness
the mature believer has.

Perfect happiness, or sharing the happiness of God, can be defined as the
happinessof thehumanity of Christ duringthegreat power experiment of the
hypostatic union. It istheonly happinessthat doesnot changewith disastrous
or difficult circumstancesin life.

With the per petuation of the great power experiment of the hypostatic union
into the Church-age, perfect happinessisfurther defined asdivine happiness
resident in the soul of the Church-age believer who utilizes his portfolio of
invisible assetsand divine omnipotenceto attain spiritual maturity.

In spiritual maturity, perfect happinessreachesitspeak; thereisnothinglike
itinthislifel When thepositivebeliever fulfillsthe PPOG beginningin spiritual



adulthood, heattainstheultimatein perfect happinessby utilizing two categories
of divine power:

1) Theomnipotence of God the Father related to portfolio of invisible assets.

2) The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit related to thefilling of the Spirit,
the perception of Bibledoctrine and the execution of the PPOG.

Per fect happinessresultsfrom the constant per ception of Bibledoctrineinside
the PPOG. Thisisa perpetual happinessfor every category of existence after
salvation. That’swhy Paul will say to usin Phi 1:21 “For me living is Christ
and dying is profit.”

Hehad thisperfect happinessin living, in dying, and in theeter nal statewaiting
for theresurrection.

It’s important to note that opposition from Satan and per secution by other
believersin the cosmic system only intensifiesthe believer’sperfect happiness.

You will never realizehow happy you areuntil you gothrough certain problems
and find out that your happinesshasnot been taken away.

Theperfect happinessof God isnot manifested by laughing and joking around
about your problemsand takingthem lightly; but manifested by contentment,
peace, composur €, tranquility, and being unmoved by the evil around you.

Happinessisnot an absence of problemsbut theability to deal with them.
Biblical descriptions of the three happiness categories:

A) A perfect description of pseudo-happinessisgiven in Luk 11:27-28. The
woman in this context spoke of happiness, but shewasnot happy, nor did she
under stand happiness. She was an unhappy person trying to control her
environment.

She attempted to put our Lord down using the false propaganda of women’s
liberation.

In Luk 11:27 “ And it came about while He said these things[in context, Hewas
speaking about theangelic conflict and the absur dity of self-refor mation], one
of thewomen in the crowd raised her voice but shouted, and said to Him, ‘ Happy
is the womb that carried You, and the breasts at which You nursed.””

Luk 11:28 “But He said, * On the contrary [Wrong!], happy are those who keep
hearing and retaining the Word of God.’”



Thiswoman had no classor manner s, shewasrudeand interrupted our Lord.
Sheinterrupted todraw attention to her self, because shewasjealous, vindictive,
and ambitious. She expressed the false doctrine of mother hood; she said that
Mary wasonly happy because shewascarryingababy in her womb. Sinceshe
wasastudent of theOld Testament, sheknew that thereisnohuman lifein the
womb, so sheadded the phrase*“the breasts you have sucked.”

Hereshetried to provethat womanissuperior totheman. I n other words, she
Issaying, “ You may be a great public speaker, Jesus, but you too wereonce a
little baby and a happy mother isthe reason why you are here, and the only
peoplewho arereally happy aremother swho nursesothat their baby can live.

“And theonly reason why any man isgreat likeyou Jesusisbecause a woman
brought you intotheworld!”

You see, you've got to get a picture of thiswoman. In the midst of hundreds
and perhaps even thousands of people, she yelled out her personal opinion,
and tried to put our Lord down and elevate M ary.

In other words, shewas saying, “ You'rea mere man!”

So, to put Him down, she was pointing out to everyonethat thiswasmerely a
man from awomb.

Our Lord was perfect and an aristocratic gentleman, so His answer to this
arrogant woman, who was not a lady, came from the perfect gentleman!

Hisfirst word in verse 28 was“Wrong!” He shouted thisright back, and then
Hewent on to explain what real perfect happinessreally is. Our Lord taught
that perfect happinessis associated with doctrine, not with all the things we
associate with happiness. Our Lord gave the perfect definition of perfect
happiness.

Luk 11:28 But He said, “Wrong, blessed are those who hear the word of God,
and observeit.”

Hearingrefer sto consistent reception of doctrine. Observing refer storetention
of doctrine, converting gnosisto epignosisdoctrineby positive volition.

Our Lord could have made an issue out of any of the things she brought out,
but Heonly madean issueof doctrine. Hedid not makean issueof her arrogance
or her cosmic viewpoint on women, but of the Word of God. There is no
happinessin lifefor the believer apart from Bible doctrine, which must come
first in hislife.



B) Establishment happinessisfound in Pro 29:18“ Wherethereisnorevelation
[establishment], the people are unrestrained. But happy [establishment
happiness| isthat person who keepsthe Law [laws of divine establishment].”

C) Perfect happinessisfound in 1Jo 1:4 “In fact, we write these things that our
happiness may be brought to completion.”

John got this message from the upper room discourse. Whatever perfect
happinessis, it comesthrough thecommunication of doctrine, and it isaprocess
which hasto be completed.

He has this happiness because he has utilized his portfolio of invisible assets
and divineomnipotenceto learn doctrineand attain spiritual maturity.

In spiritual maturity, perfect happinessreachesitspeak; thereisnothinglike
it in thislifel Perfect happinessisa perpetual happinessfor every category of
existence after salvation.

L ast evening we noted that relatively few believer shave perfect happiness or
thehappinessof God becauseit requiresconsistent dedication and devotion to
studying the Word of God.

It requires concentration on thewill of God and the plan of God. That’swhy
we aretold that the same happinessthat TLJC had in Hishumanity while on
thisearth isthe same happinessthat isavailableto us.

The relationship between our Lord’s perfect happiness and the Church-age
believer’s perfect happiness is given in Joh 15:11 “1 have taught you these
things, in order that My happiness|perfect happiness] might bein you, and that
your happiness may be full or completed.”

Thephrase* maybefull” isaorist-passive-subjunctiveof theverb pleroo, which
hasfour basic meanings:

1) Tofill up adeficiency. Weareall deficient of the happinessof God and need
doctrinein thesoul to giveit to us.

2) Tofully possess. Thebeliever must befully possessed by theHoly Spirit and
Bible doctrine before he can be fully possessed by the happiness of God

3) Tofully influence. The believer isfully influenced by Bible doctrine so that
he can have capacity for happiness.

4) Tofill with acertain quality. Thefilling of the Spirit and doctrineresident in
the soul isthe highest quality with which the believer can befilled.



InHisthirty-threeyearson earth until Hisresurrection, ascension, and session,
our Lord had perfect happiness. He acquired perfect happinessthrough His
residencein the predesigned plan of God, and if you remain in God’splan for
your life on a consistent basis, you will eventually experience the perfect
happiness of God.

In thisdispensation of the Church, we havethe potential for the same perfect
happinessthat our Lord JesusChrist had. Thishappinesssustained Him during
the most intensified form of human suffering ever, when He was judged for
our sinsupon thecross.

For weread in Heb 12:2 “ Be concentrating on Jesus[occupation with Christ],
theauthor and perfecter of our doctrine, who because of Hisexhibited happiness
He endured the cross, having disregarded the shame, and He sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.”

Our Lord attained perfect happinesswhilelivinginsdethe PPOG for Hislife
which allowed Him to have happinessin Hishumanity, and that same per fect
happinesscan beattained by us. Thereisnothingthat even comesclosetoit on
planet earth. It isone of the greatest of all objectivesin the Christian life.

When JesusChrist wasbeingjudged for our sinson thecross, Hedemonstrated
thefact that the mature believer with perfect happiness can endureanything
inlife. Thisisoneof thereasonsfor theextension of thegreat power experiment
of thehypostaticunion intothe Church-age. Therefore, thepower that sustained
our Lord onthecross, theomnipotenceof God theHoly Spirit insidethe PPOG,
Isnow availableto usas membersof theroyal family of God.

With this availability of divine power, every Church-age believer can attain
the same perfect happinesswhich carried our Lord through atypeof suffering
beyond human imagination. Notice in Joh 15:11, thewords “in you” teaches
that happinessresidesin the individual. This happiness “ becomes completed
or fulfilled,” meaning it develops in stages. Spiritual self-esteem is only the
beginning of perfect happiness. By advancing through providential preventative
suffering to spiritual autonomy, perfect happiness becomes stronger. By
advancing through momentum testing to spiritual maturity, perfect happiness
reachesits peak. When you pass evidence testing, then you have the perfect
happinessthat will exist forever and ever; inliving, in dying, and in theeter nal
state forever.

This is one of the most phenomenal of all the things the believer can ever
experience. Thisisthe one “thing” you can take with you when you die, for
perfect happinessresidesin your soul, which you do take with you.



Theexecution of the PPOG through theutilization of availabledivinepower is
the only meansof attaining perfect happiness. Pro 3:13 “ Happinessbelongsto
the person who finds wisdom, even to the person who gains understanding.”

Wisdom is metabolized doctrine being applied to your experience. You gain
perfect happiness through gaining under standing about what lifeistruly all
about. Theonly thing you can takewith you wherever you goiswhat residesin
your soul. Thistellsusthat happiness depends upon the way that you think.
Therefore, perfect happinessismoreof amental attitudetoward lifethanitis
theresult of acquisitionsor accomplishments.

Happinessisin the heart, not in the circumstances. Abraham Lincoln said,
“Peoplearejust about ashappy asthey makeup their mindstobe.” Unlesswe
makeup our mindsto be happy no matter what thecircumstancesof our lives
may be, we will never find happiness.

It isthe way we think and act as we travel the road of life that determines
whether or not we will be happy. The journey through life has its ups and
downs, and none of us can be happy all thetime. However, if wedon’t find at
least some happiness along every mile of that road, then we will not find the
fullness of happiness at the end of the journey. If we do not find happiness
daily with our walk with TLJC and our relationship with God, we need to
changeour attitude, instead of pinningour hopeon finding happinesslater on.
Happinessisfound along theway, not at the end of the road.

True happiness is to enjoy the present, without depending upon the future
change of circumstances.

We may think that if we just had more possessions and a different status, or
fewer problems, we would be happy, but we wouldn’t. It is foolish to look
forward totheday when wewill havenomajor problemsto makeusunhappy,
because that day will never arrivein our lives. Some people even think that
they need to identify and eliminate the causes of their unhappiness. But, no
matter how many perceived causesof our unhappinessareeiminated, wewill
still be unhappy unless we change our attitude, and begin to develop the
happiness of God through doctrineresident in the soul.

Point 4. Perfect Happiness Must Be Related to the Essence of God.

Happinessisactually aform of ener gy, an ener gy beyond human imagination
or under standing. God’ sper fect happinessisan energy that isavailableto us!



However, if you're going to enjoy happiness, you need to understand the
omniscience of God.

God’somniscienceknowsall thesin and evil, all thecruel and viciousthingsin
angelic and human history. This means that He has always known all the
thoughts, decisions, motivations, and actions of every person in history. Yet
noneof thishasever caused God toloseHishappinessfor amoment. Therefore,
nothing can destroy or changethehappinessof God. It’simpossiblefor God to
beunhappy. Neither thefailure of angelsnor member sof the human race has
ever given God even a second of unhappiness.

If you are ever going to have the happiness of God, you must deal with the
Issueof guilt and condemnation from your own failures. Until you make peace
with whoyou are, you'll never be happy and content with what you have. You
can’t go through life having the happiness of God thinking that at the end of
the tunndl, there's a God waiting to condemn you. No one could have any
happinessif they think that every thought and action isbeing monitored by a
judgmental God.

Theroad to happinessinvolves finding the courage to take responsibility for
our own mental attitude and to usethedivine solutionsavailableto us.

We are commanded to be joyful and happy because our Lord has borne our
sorrows. With thisin mind, don’t befamiliar with thispassage but noticeit in
relationship to having the happiness of God.

I sa53:3* Hewasdespi sed and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and
we did not esteem Him.”

Isa 53:4 “ Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet
we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.”

Isa 53:5 “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed
for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being [fell] upon Him, And by
His scourging we are healed.”

Isa53:6 “All of uslike sheep have gone astray, Each of ushasturned to hisown
way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of usall To fall on Him not on us.”

Isa53:7* Hewas oppressed and Hewas afflicted, Yet He did not open Hismouth;
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its
shearers, So He did not open His mouth.”



Hewasaman of sorrowsand acquainted with grief sothat weneed not be. You
see, our own personal sinsand limitationsarethethingsthat makeussor rowful.
However, Hehad no sinsand limitations, Hewas not sad for Hissake, but for
ours. Hewasaman of sorrowsso that we could be men and women filled with
happiness. Hewasacquainted with grief sothat we could befilled with joy. He
bore our griefsand carried our sorrows so that we could bear His happiness
and rgoice within ourselves. He was pierced through for our transgressions
and crushed for our iniquities so that we would not be condemned for any
personal sins. Asverse6 says, theL ord hascaused theiniquitiesof usall tofall
on Him so that they would not fall upon us.

So, if weremain guilty and condemned after under standing what He did for
us, it isbecause we do not accept what Hedid for us. And if we suffer because
of this, wedeserveto suffer becauseall weneed todoisbelievewhat Hedid on
our behalf. That’swhy happinessisa commandment.

God’shappinessisalsorelated to Hispersonal, perfect, and complete sense of
destiny. If you have a sense of destiny and know whereyour lifeisgoing, you
will be relaxed and able to stay on the road to happiness. Happiness and a
sense of destiny alwaysgo together. Happinessisessentially a state of goingin
the proper direction with all of your heart, without regret or reservation.
Therefore, it isimpossiblefor the spiritually maturebeliever whoisexecuting
thepredesigned plan of God to be unhappy. No power in thisworld can make
him unhappy.

Psa 16:11 teachesthree waysin which God sharesHis perfect happinesswith
us.

Psa 16:11 “Thou wilt make known to me the path of life; In Thy presence is
fulness of joy; In Thy right hand there are pleasures forever.”

Thehappinessdescribed hereasbelonging to God isnow thepotential for any
Church-agebeliever who reaches spiritual adulthood.

“You will make known to me the path of life” meansthat thefirst principlein
gaining perfect happinessis cognition of Bible doctrine [reception, retention,
and recall]. You will never have God’sperfect happinessin thislifeunlessyou
learn. God’sperfect happinessisrelated to thought; thought ener gy isthekey
and basisfor all of God’s perfect happiness.

However, although God’s perfect happinessisavailableto all believers, if you
reject Bible doctrine you’ll never have a personal sense of destiny, let alone
have perfect happiness.



“I'n Your presenceisthefullnessof happiness’ isthethrust of thispoint. In the
presence of God isperfect happinessor thefullnessof happiness. God isperfect,
eternal, infinite, immutable, just, righteous, omnipotent, love, omniscient, and
sovereign, and God’'s perfect happiness is characterized by all these divine
attributes.

God hasmadethissame perfect happinessavailabletous. For the Church-age
believer, thereisthepotential whilealiveon earth to experiencethisfullnessof
happiness.

“At Your right hand there are pleasures forever” means that pleasure is the
monopoly of God, and it follows the possession of God’s perfect happiness; it
doesnot precedeit.

Pleasuresin lifearefleeting and do not sustain anyone’'s happiness. They are
wonder ful and stimulating for a few moments only. They are not a sour ce of
blessing and cannot carry you through adversity. However, true pleasureis
the monopoly of God. At theright hand of God the Father isthe Lord Jesus
Christ, and He has given a fantastic heritage of pleasuresforevermore.

Thismeans not only eternal pleasure, but also perfect happinessin lifel This
happinesswill sustain you in dyingasit did in living. Thissamehappinessand
virtue-lovewill giveyou fantastic capacity for life, and no set of circumstances
can ever get you down.

So, perfect happinessisattained by any believer who executesthe predesigned
plan of God, Neh 8:10b, “ Do not begrieved; do not beunhappy. For thehappiness
of the Lord isyour strength.”

Inthedynamicsof spiritual adulthood the happinessof theL ordisthestrength
of spiritual self-esteem, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity. You'll need
this strength because if you stick with the plan of God, you're going to have
opposition.

That’s why you cannot depend upon people for your happiness. In fact, it's
true that some people cause happiness wherever they go; others whenever

they go.

Happinessisnot theabsence of discomfort. Our first mistakeistryingtoerase
all in our livesthat isuncomfortable, unpleasant, or painful; that’simpossible.
Adverdity isinevitablein life.

In fact, sincewe' rein the book of Psalms, look at Psa 38:19 “ But my enemies
arevigorous [and] strong; And many are those who hate me wrongfully.”



Psa 38:20“ And those who repay evil for good, They oppose me, because| follow
what is good.”

Opposition isthehighest decor ation for the super gracebeliever. It ismadeup
of all the peoplewho opposeyou, and themor e opposition you have, thegreater
happinessyou have.

Wearing this decor ation of maximum pressureisthegreatest of all blessings,
and as Neh 8:10 says, “ The happiness of the Lord isyour strength.”

And let me show what type of individualswill oppose you:
2Ti 3:1“But realize this, that in the last days difficult timeswill come.”

2Ti1 3:2 “For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant,
revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,”

2Ti 3:3“unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal,
haters of good,”

2Ti 3:4 “treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers
of God”

2Ti 3:5 “holding to a form of godliness,[these are the types who will oppose
you] although they have denied its power; and avoid such men asthese.”

2Ti 3:6 “For among them are those who enter into households and captivate
weak or silly women [which according to the Greek means males and females
who areemotional and silly] weighed down with sins, led on by variousimpulses,”

2Ti 3:7 “alwayslearning and never ableto cometo the knowledge of thetruth.”

2Ti 3:8 “And just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also
oppose doctrine, men of depraved mind, rejected as regards the faith.”

Soyou’'regoingtohaveopposition if you stick with theplan of God. I n fact, the
most exciting happiness is the happiness generated by forces beyond your
control.

Point 5. Divine M andatesto Happiness.

Since God possessesper fect happiness, Hedesiresto shareHisperfect happiness
with us, and so Hemandatesthat wehave Hisper fect happiness. Weasmembers
of theroyal family of God thereforehavethepotential for realizing Hisper fect
happiness. God will keep you alivelong enough to attain that perfect happiness,



provided you arefaithful in the perception of doctrine. Theultimate objective
of the predesigned plan of God isto providefor you perfect happiness.

Consequently, perfect happiness is attained in the three stages of spiritual
adulthood, andisapart of glorifying God in the Church-age. You cannot glorify
God unless you possess perfect happiness. Since the acquisition of perfect
happinessisrelated to spiritual adulthood and the glorification of God in the
pre-designed plan of God for the Church-age, such happinessisa command!

You are ordered and commanded by the Word of God to have happiness. |f
you do not have God’ sperfect happinessthisisan act of disobedience on your
part.

Psa 97:12 “Be happy in the Lord, O righteous ones, and give thanks for the
memory of His holiness.”

A believer who hasthehappinessof God developing within will beableto give
thanksin all circumstances of life. As you begin to have perfect happiness,
thank sgiving becomesa moment-by-moment attitude of your soul.

1Th 5:16 “ Rejoice or be happy always;”
1Th 5:17 “ pray without ceasing or continually;”

1Th 5:18 “in everything give thanks; for thisis God's will for you in Christ
Jesus.”

1Th 5:19“ Do not quench the Spirit [rely on your own human power];”

Until you can givethanksfor everything, both the blessingsand adver sities of
your life, you have not yet come closeto having perfect happiness.

Phi 3:1 “Finally, my brethren, keep on having happiness in the Lord. To be
writing this same mandate to you, on the one hand, is not tedious, while on the
other hand, it isa safeguard to you.”

Some of therecipientsof thisletter may have been annoyed because Paul had
commanded them to be happy before. Paul had the audacity, even in writing
Scripture, to repeat. However, inculcation and repetition is the only way to
lear n doctrine. Repetition istheonly way tolearn to do something automatically.
Themorethingsyou can do automatically, the greater your lifewill be.

The greatest experience of security in thislifeisto attain perfect happiness.
Onceyou have God’'s happinessin your soul, it isthe ultimate of security, the
basisfor spiritual self-esteem, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity. This



Is security for you because, when you get under pressure, you will think the
right thing, do theright thing, and apply theright doctrine because you have
repeatedly learned to do theright thing under normal circumstances.

Phi 4:4 “ Keep on having happinessin the Lord at all times; once more | repeat
the command, keep on having happiness.”

Thisisa command in the present tense because perfect happinessisthe only
happinessin theworld you can haveat all times, wherever you are, no matter
what your circumstances.

Perfect happinesswhich you attain in timeyou carry with you intotheeternal
state. Perfect happinessisnot somethingyou attain in theeter nal state, although
thereishappinessand blessing for all believer sthere. Perfect happiness must
be developed herein time.

Itisdesigned for livingand dying now! But in order tofulfill thecommand for
happiness, you can’'t behypocritical and fakeit. To obey thecommand to* keep
on having happinessinthelLord at all times’ issomething wecannot do on our
own any more than we can do anything on our own for salvation. All we can
attain on our own, independently of the plan of God and the power of Bible
doctrine, isthemomentary happinessor establishment happiness. Thisdivine
command can only be executed through residence, function, and momentum
insidethe PPOG in the attainment of thethree stages of spiritual adulthood.

Neh 8:10 anticipated this, “ Do not be grieved, for the happiness of the Lord is
your strength.”

Soin Phi 4:4, hearing thistwice-repeated command and knowing how to execute
it aretwodifferent things. Thereareanumber of thingsyou first must learn to
executeGod’'splan. Yet Christianswant instant solutionsand mir acles, implying
that God is disorganized. We must first learn His plan and His solutions to
have His perfect happiness. If werefuse, wewill be miserablein spite of what
we possess or what environment we have.

For example, thewoman in the Gar den had everythingin perfect environment
including a perfect, wonder ful husband. Yet she wanted more than a perfect
husband, more than a genius, more than perfect sex, more than perfect
environment. You can never get enough of thethingsyou don’t need, because
the things you don’t need can never satisfy. She was bored with perfect
everything...out what more could she want? She had everything in life that
would makeanor mal woman happy; shehad abeauty that never changed and
perfect health asshecamefrom thehand of God. Yet her conver sationsindicated



that shewas not satisfied with what she had. Thisimmediately indicates that
shedidn’t haveper fect happiness, because contentment isa synonym for perfect
happiness.

Happiness will never cometo those who fail to appreciate what they already
have. In fact, unhappinessisin not knowing what we want, and then Killing
ourselvesto get it. Thekey phrase of thewoman’sunhappinessin the Gar den
is“l want more!” Shewas bored with perfect everything including a perfect
intellect. What more could shewant?

She had everything in life that would make a normal woman happy, yet her
conver sations with the serpent indicated that she was not content with what
she had. Whoever does not regard what he has as most sufficient wealth, is
unhappy, though he be master of theworld. Thisprinciple wastaught in the
Garden of Eden tousand it wastaught in the gospelsby our Lord.

Mar 8:36 “For what doesit profit aman to gain thewholeworld, and forfeit his
soul ?”

In fact, to be without some of the things you want is an indispensable part of
happiness. We know thewoman wanted mor e because her conver sationswith
the ser pent indicated this. That’swhy in Gen 3: 1 theser pent “ said to thewoman,
‘Indeed, has God said, ‘ You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?'”

You see, he'strying to make her focusin on something she doesn’t have and
sheis not to possess, because the serpent knew that she was discontent and
frustrated.

Gen 3:2“ And the woman said to the serpent, “ From the fruit of the trees of the
garden we may eat;”

Gen 3:3“but from thefruit of thetreewhich isin the middle of the garden, God
has said, ‘ You shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you die.’”

Theserpent said in effect, “ You don’t seem to be happy; isthereanything you
can’t have?” Shesaid, “ Yes, God has said we cannot eat from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil.” Then sheadded something God had not said,
“You cannot eat from it or touch it lest you die.” In other words, the woman
lacked somethingin her capacity tohear clearly and objectively what thedivine
prohibition involved. She developed a fear; she was afraid that even if she
touched thetreeshewould die. You cannot havefear without having arrogance,
and she was developing arrogance. Her combination of arrogance and fear
caused her to want something more.



Adamdidn’t under stand this; hewashismagnificent sdlf: attractive, wonder ful,
kind, intelligent, successful, and a great lover.

And we know this because of what Paul saystousin 1Ti 2:14 “ And it was not
Adam who was deceived, but the woman being quite deceived, fell into
transgression.”

So, no matter what the woman had, it wasn’t enough; shekept wanting more.

Oneof the secrets of happinessisto admirewithout desiring. You can admire
something or someone without having to haveit! You can discover happiness
by limiting your desires, rather than in attempting to satisfy them. Shelived in
perfect environment, yet shedidn’t have perfect happinessasa problem-solving
device, so she began looking around.

So Satan began to usethisprohibition. “ Do you know why God hasfor bidden
that tree?”

Hesaid to thewoman in Gen 3:4 “ You surely shall not die!”

Gen 3:5“ For God knowsthat in the day you eat fromit your eyeswill be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

What Satan said merely reflected his own fall. He was L ucifer, Son of the
Morning, the most beautiful creaturethat ever came from the hand of God.
He was beautiful and magnificent, and had a perfect personality and genius.
Hewastheruler of all theangels; hesat at theright hand of thethrone of God
asL ucifer; hewastheanointed cherub, the highest classof angels. But healso
wanted something more! Therewasnothing morehecould havethat hedidn’t
already have, but he was not happy. Therefore, one day he decided that he
wouldn’t behappy until hereplaced God! Heconsidered God to bea challenge!

When people are not happy and have no spiritual self-esteem or self-esteem,
they feel threatened. Within them isa combination of two things, arrogance
and fear, which alwaysgo together. I n fear, you feel challenged by thisor that,
and in your arrogance, you want to overcome that fear by seizing the thing
that threatensyou. So Satan madeit clear that the woman wasthreatened by
thetree, called the Tree of Knowledge. Thiswoman had perfect intellect; she
had knowledge of all thingsaround her because her husband wastheruler of
theworld. But thiswasthe Treeof the K nowledge of Good and Evil, aknowledge
she did not possess. For this reason, theologians have made the mistake of
calling this state of perfection “The Age of Innocence.”



Adam and thewoman wer e not innocent, but there were somethingsthey did
not haveto know becausethey werein perfection.

So Satan madehispoint, “ Thereissomething you’relacking. Thereismoreto
be had; of courseyou’renot satisfied. That’s because God has been unfair to
you. God haswithheld something from you; Hehaswithheld thefruit fromthe
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Do you know why? God isafraid.”

It was Satan who was afr aid. Satan also possessed the knowledge of good and
evil and hewasmiserable. Another interestingprinciplehereisthat beforewe
set our heartstoo much on anything, we should examine how happy arethose
who already possessit. Arroganceplusfear leadsto great instability no matter
what you have. In fear and arrogance you will always fedl threatened by
something in life, even if you'rein perfect environment. So Satan ascribed to
God hisvery own fear, although God isperfect and hasnever been afraid. And
we seethisin the human race; peopleascribeto otherstheir own weaknesses
and flaws; even though in reality, the accused ones don’t share their flaws.
Some people cannot identify with other sunlessthe othersareasweak asthey
are. Therefore, they accuse others of being arrogant when those people are
actually humble, or they accuse other sof fear, when they themselvesareafraid.
So, the story of Adam and the woman shows why love and happiness have
eluded the human racein general down to thisvery moment.

You only havetwo chances at love and happiness:

A) Asan unbeliever, you can have establishment happinessincluding human
self-esteem and humility.

B) Asabeliever, the only hope for love and happinessin your lifethat isreal
and meaningful istoattain virtue-loveand per fect happinessasproblem-solving
devices.

With perfect happiness, no matter what your circumstances, your happiness
continuesto exist, and you equate living with dying (Phi 1:21), and adver sity
with prosperity. Happiness and love are meaningless as a state of happiness.
We all say at certain times that we are happy or in love, but we are really
talking about beingin pleasant or enjoyable circumstances. But without perfect
happiness, there is always the same problem: no matter what you have, you
will want more! Aslong asthere's something more that you must have, you
aren’t happy. You haveto find happinessin your self beforeyou can find it with
someone or something. Accumulating moreand moreof anything can’t make
you happy; these things are just temporary stimulation. This explains drug
addiction; a person who experiences some high thefirst time hetriesa drug



will spend year stryingtoreproducethat samefirst high. Happinessisderived
from tranquility, not by taking drugs and tranquilizers but by developing a
proper, disciplined, efficient lifewith regular habits.

Marriageisadivineinstitution ordained by God. However, Hedidn’t ordain it
as a system of happiness, but as a system of relationship. Whether you are
happy in any relationship or not, whether it ismarriage, business, social life,
or friendship, you will never have happinessor love by simply being in some
statethat you now associate with happiness.

Yet most people think, “If | could just....I would be happy.” We associate so
many things with happiness that are really not happiness at all. We mix up
stimulation, sex, and animated conversation with happiness. Happiness is
actually a problem-solving device. It isa status quo, but onethat never looks
over thehorizon and wantsmore. And duetotheFall of Adam and thewoman,
God in Hismatchlessgrace designed something that can over comethebest or
wor st of environments, that can handle prosperity and adver sity, that can cause
you to live or die with great capacity, and that can give you the capacity to
handlebeingaloneor inacrowd. Thereisno problemin lifetoo great for what
God hasgiventoyou asapart of your portfolioof invisibleassets, theproblem-
solving device of perfect happiness!

Point 6. The M echanicsfor Attainment of Perfect Happiness.

TheHoly Spirit isthe source of our sharing God’s perfect happiness because
Heistheteacher of Bibledoctrine. Therefore, perfect happinessissaid to be
by meansof the Spirit in Rom 14:17 “ For the kingdom of God isnot eating and
drinking, but righteousness and prosperity and happiness by means of the Holy

Spirit.”

In other words, thespiritual part of our life, the predesigned plan of God, goes
way beyond our normal functions of eating and drinking. In that sense, we
haveadual life, anatural lifeand a spiritual life. Thespiritual lifehasnothing

todowith thefoodsweeat or the beverageswedrink. That’swhy Paul said in
Col 2:16 “ Therefore let no one act as your judge in regard to food or drink.”

The Bible never teaches against the engagement of alcoholic beverages in
moder ation. In fact, TLJC participated in eating certain foods and drinking
alcohalic beveragesin moderation and that iswhy He was called a drunk in
Luk 7:34“ The Son of Man hascome eating and drinking; and you say, ‘ Behold,
a gluttonous man, and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and prostitutes!’”

Theproblem isthat today we have a phenomenal amount of alcoholism and so
pastor shavetobevery careful and encour agethosewho havethepredisposition



toward alcohol to livealife of abstinencefor practical reasonsand for health
reasons. However, that does not mean that the pastor should become
academically dishonest and take passages out of context and not teach the
wholerealm of doctrine.

For example, we aretold that the Lord made wine to make glad the heart of
man, Psa 104:15 “ The Lord made wine which makes man’s heart glad.” Now,
that isnot grapejuice! No matter how much grapejuiceyou drink, it will not
makeyour heart glad.

Solomon said in Ecc 9:7 “ Go then, eat your bread in happiness, and drink your
wine with a cheerful heart; for God has already approved your works.”

Moses said in Deu 14:26 “ And you may spend the money for whatever your
heart desires, for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or whatever your
heart desires; and there you shall eat in the presence of the Lord your God and
rejoice, you and your household.”

Asfar asfoodsareconcerned 1Ti 4:4-5 says* For everything created by God is
good, and nothingistoberegected, if itisreceived with gratitude; for itissanctified
by means of the word of God and prayer.”

Now, therearealot of believerstoday who think that they’'re spiritual if they
don’t ever touch alcohol or eat certain foods, and if you do, they think that you
have completely gone over the edge.

So Paul says Rom 14:17 “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking,
but righteousness and prosperity and happiness by meansof theHoly Spirit.” In
our spiritual life, wecan havetherighteousnessof virtue, prosperity, and perfect
happinessall by meansof the Holy Spirit. First comesrighteousness, which is
virtuefrom perception, metabolization and application of Bibledoctrine; then
comes prosperity when you reach spiritual adulthood. Finally, throughout
spiritual adulthood, you enjoy perfect happiness. All thisis accomplished by
the Holy Spirit who isthe teacher of Bible doctrine. That’s why all three of
these principlesincluding happinessare said to bethefruit or the production
of the Holy Spirit, Gal 5:22 “ The fruit of the Spirit is virtue-love, happiness,

prosperity.”

Happiness here refers to three categories of perfect happiness. In spiritual
self-esteem, perfect happinessbegins; in spiritual autonomy, perfect happiness
continues; and in spiritual maturity perfect happiness peaks out. Part of the
great power experiment of the Church-age is perfect happiness produced by
God theHoly Spirit asin 1Th 1:6 “ You also become imitators of us and of the



Lord[by fulfillment of the predesigned plan of God through utilization of divine
power ], having received the Wordin much pressure[affliction, oppression] with
happiness from the Holy Spirit.”

We areto imitatetwo people; oneistheonly invisible hero of the great power
experiment of the hypostatic union, Jesus Christ, and the other isPaul or any
other great invisible hero of the great power experiment of the Church-age.
Wearetoimitatethem by imitating the copybook in Phi 3:17, which comesby
receiving theWord consistently.

Phi 3:17 “ Brethren join with othersin following me, and select those who walk
according to the pattern you havein us.”

Aswe have noted, when you begin to be consistent in lear ning Bibledoctrine,
thereismuch pressure...that’swhy it says, “ having received the Word in much
pressure [affliction, oppression] with happiness from the Holy Spirit.”

Having perfect happinessin the midst of pressureisdueto being sustained by
the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit inside the PPOG. The same power
that sustained JesusChrist during thoselast threehourson thecrosswhen He
wasbeing judged for our sinsisnow availableto usin the Church-age.

Thispower isused in three categoriesto attain perfect happiness:

1) The omnipotence of God the Father is used to attain perfect happiness
through the per ception of our portfolio of invisbleassetsand using those assets.

2) The omnipotence of Jesus Christ isused by knowing Hegivesusaday at a
timeand isfaithful in sustaining our life so we can attain perfect happiness.

3) Theomnipotence of God the Holy Spirit isused to attain perfect happiness
because God the Holy Spirit istheteacher of Bibledoctrine; Joh 14; 1Co 2:9-
16, 2:24.

If you want this perfect happiness, it only requires daily decisions from the
right scale of values. Your number one priority must be Bible doctrine. You
must bemotivated to comeand hear it under theministry of theHoly Spirit. If
you listen, lear n, advance, and grow, you will be happy for all timeand for all
eternity.

God’s happiness belongs “naturally” to the new spiritual species; it is a
happinessthat only thenew spiritual speciescan have. It isa happinessdesigned
for both prosperity and adver sity. It isahappinessthat givesthemost fantastic
capacity for life, whether you have little or much, whether you are great or



insignificant. Remember that all human distinctions mean nothing now as a
result of the baptism of the Holy Spirit and beingin union with Christ. A new
spiritual speciesrefersto believersin the Church-age belonging to the royal
family of God. The baptism of the Spirit made you royal family of God since
the day you believed in Jesus Christ.

2C05:17 " Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ[and heisasabeliever], heisanew
[spiritual] species. The old things have lost their power; behold, new things
have come.”

You are”in Christ” by thebaptism of the Spirit; at themoment of your salvation
you were entered into union with Christ. The adjective kaine means new; the
noun ktisismeans species.

The old thingsthat have lost their power over us are genetic, environmental,
and valitional handicaps; human dynamics, per sonality, talent, and worksand
flaws.

The* newthings’ that havecomerefer toyour portfolio of invisible assets, the
ten unique characteristics of the Church-age, and the ten problem-solving
devices of the PPOG.

Pro 3:13 “Happiness belongs to that person [believer] who finds wisdom even
the person who gains understanding [of doctrine].” Theword blessed is esher
and it means happiness.

That’'swhy it istrandated like that in Pro 3:13 “Happy is the man who finds
wisdom, and the man who gains understanding;” (NK J)

Pro 3:13 “Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gets under-
standing,” (RSV)

Pro 3:13 “ The man who knows right from wrong and has good judgment and
common sense is happier than the man who isimmensely rich!” (TLB)

Pro 3:13 “Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, And the man that getteth
understanding.” (ASV)

Even the King James hasit like that, Pro 3:13 “Happy is the man that findeth
wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.” (KJV)

So Pro 3:13 “Happiness belongsto that person [believer] who finds wisdom.”

The word wisdom or chakmah refersto thethree“R”s. reception, retention,
and recall of Bible doctrine; i.e., perception, metabolization, and application



of Bibledoctrine. The Hebrew wor d chakmah meanswisdom that comesfrom
doctrine, i.e., theapplication of metabolized doctrine.

Pro 3:13 “Happiness belongs to that person who gains understanding.”

TheHebrew word for under standingishbin, which refer stothe perception and
metabolization of Bible doctrine. So this ver se actually includes perception,
metabolization, and application of doctrine.

1Jo 1:4 says the same thing, “ And these things we write that our joy may be
brought to completion.”

Joh 15:11 “1 have taught you these thingsin order that My happiness [per fect
happinessof thehumanity of JesusChrist] may bein you andthat your happiness
may be fulfilled.”

Note that happinessisto be “taught;” perfect happiness comes through the
perception of Bible doctrineg; it does not come through something you enjoy.
You can endure anything with perfect happiness, as Jesus Christ has proved,
Heb 12:2, “who for the happiness that was set before Him endured the cross.”

He didn’t endure the cross because He liked it, but because He had perfect
happiness. Just think of it, the greatest suffering in all of history occurred on
the cross, when Jesus Christ, perfect humanity, received the imputation and
judgment for every sin in human history. Yet, He stayed on the cross because
of His perfect happiness.

If God’s happinessisin you, such passages asthiswill beareality to you, Phi
4:13“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”

Perfect happiness is the ultimate problem solver. You can endure anything
with perfect happiness, aswell as having the most wonder ful capacity for life
and for death. When you have perfect happinessin you, it doesn’t come from
doing what you liketo do but from liking what you haveto do.

Therefore, your happiness can only be fulfilled, as a Church-age believer,
through the execution of the predesigned plan of God, through advancing to
spiritual self-esteem, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity. At spiritual
maturity you haveat your disposal thetwo greatest problem-solving devicesin
history: virtue-lovefor theinteraction with people, and perfect happinessfor
your own life. Because of that thereisno pain, adver sity, tragedy, or difficulty
greater than perfect happinessin your soul!



Now, in Joh 15:11, when theLord said “ | havetaught you these thingsin order
that My happiness may be in you,” our Lord’s“happinessin you” is spiritual
self-esteem and spiritual autonomy. “His happiness fulfilled” is spiritual
maturity.

Perfect happiness is not only a problem-solving device, but it is the great
principle of contentment in this life. With perfect happiness, it makes no
difference whether you areliving or dying, in adversity or prosperity. If you
have perfect happiness, you havethe stabilizer for any situation in life.

Now, in 2Jo 1:12 “ Although having many doctrinesto writeyou, | do not wish to
do so with paper and ink. | will pay you a visit, and | anticipate coming to you
and teaching face to face that our happiness might be fulfilled.”

“Our” happiness means the happiness John will have as the communicator,
and the happinessthe believer swill have asthey receive histeaching of Bible
doctrine.

Reception, retention, and recall of Bibledoctrineadd up tothegrowth of your
per fect happiness, the greatest problem-solving devicerelated to your self. We
will seethisin Rom 14:22* The doctrinewhich you have[metabolized doctring],
have it according to your own norms and standards before God. Happiness
belongs to that person who does not condemn himself in what he approves.”

John says2Jo 1:12 “ Although having many doctrinesto writeyou, | do not wish
to do so with paper and ink. | will pay you a visit, and | anticipate coming to you
and teaching face to face that our happiness might be fulfilled or complete.”

Thehappinessof apastor ismade complete by thecommunication of doctrine
to his congregation, and by their reception, retention, and recall of doctrine
which resultsin their own happiness. Note that in the 2Jo passage, John will
bring certain believer sto spiritual maturity and per fect happinessby teaching
them faceto face. However, in 1Jo 1:4 “ And these things we write, so that our
joy may be made complete,” hewill bring other believersto spiritual maturity
and perfect happiness through non-face-to-face teaching. Both means are
legitimate for the communication of doctrine resulting in the reception,
retention, and recall of doctrinein the souls of believers, eventuating in their
per fect happiness.

Perfect happiness depends on Bible doctrine in the soul. It is something you
think, not something you do. However, God hasto shareHisthoughtswith you
before you can share His happiness;, when the thinking of God becomes your
thinking, then you will begin to shareGod’shappiness. Soyour perfect happiness



is determined by the amount of Bible doctrine in your soul. However, even
though you have doctrinein the soul, you must be deter mined to be happy in
whatever situation you may bein. For we all have learned from experience
that thegreater part of our happinessor misery dependsupon our disposition
and frame of mind, not our circumstances.

We must apply the doctrine we have learned and make the right decisions;
action may not alwaysbring happiness, but thereisno happinesswithout action.
Happiness, like character, must be cultivated. It isnot a thing to be attained
andthentobelet aloneor it will diedown and eventually disappear. Therecan
be no happinessif thethingswebelievein aredifferent from thethingswedo.

So happinessisthe ability to take all the bumps and bruises of day to day life
with an open mind and heart. Our per spectiveand attitude haveeverythingto
do with our own happiness. If we want to be happy, we will be happy.

Point 7. God’sHappinessisRelated tothe Three Stages of Spiritual Adulthood.
Therearethree stages of spiritual adulthood.

1) Spiritual self-esteem

2) Spiritual autonomy

3) Spiritual maturity

Thereisacertain progression of perfect happiness at each stage of spiritual
adulthood. God’s happiness begins at spiritual self-esteem. As it gains
momentum, perfect happiness continues in spiritual autonomy, and it is
completed in spiritual maturity, whereit reachesitspeak in thetop floor of the
edification complex of the soul.

Occupation with theL ord and confidencein theL ord isthebasic definition of
perfect happinessin spiritual self-esteem.

Psa 128:1 “How happy is every believer who is occupied with the Lord.”
Psa 146:5 “ Happiness belongs to the one whose confidenceisin the Lord.”

However, amoredetailed explanation isgiven in 2Co 12:10“ For thisreason |
find contentment [beginning of perfect happiness] in weaknesses[providential
preventative suffering], in insults [Slanders or people testing], with distresses
[pressures or thought testing], in persecutions [system testing], in difficulties
or stresses[disaster testing] on behalf of Christ. For when | am weak, then | am
strong.”



Providential preventative suffering at spiritual self-esteem putsyou in astate
of weaknessbecausethereisno human solution to the problems. Thesolutions
must bedivine solutionswhich comesfrom your own soul’sresour cesof Bible
doctrine. Thefour types of testing mentioned here are warm-upsin spiritual
self-esteem in order to advance to spiritual autonomy and face momentum
testing. In principle, thefour partsof providential preventativesuffering cover
thewhole scope of problem-solvingin life.

You passthesetests by having the beginning of perfect happiness. There will
be enough happinessin your soul at spiritual self-esteem for you to be happy in
all categoriesof providential preventative suffering! Therefore suffering can
bejust asgreat a blessing asany prosper ous circumstances.

The phrase “on behalf of Christ” means that the glorification of our Lord
demandsthat thebeliever passprovidential preventativesufferingand advance
to spiritual autonomy, thus increasing his perfect happiness. Being “strong
when weak” refers to the utilization of divine power for momentum in the
PPOG. To be “weak” means you must make maximum use of divine power,
thebasisfor blessingin themidst of testing. You don’t try tointrudeon God’s
solutionswith your own ability, human power, human ingenuity, attitudes, or
concepts. Providential preventative suffering brings you to the point where
you realizelifeand thedevil arestronger than you, and that you won'’t beable
to solveyour problemsindependently of the PPOG. Your strength comesfrom
theuseof any of the problem-solving devices. I n thiscase, perfect happinessin
itsbeginningform, i.e., contentment, isused. Theword trandated “ content” in
verse 10 isthe present-active-indicative of eudokeo which iseudoko meaning
“tothink well of, to approve, to be content or happy.”

Now, it often takes a lot to make many of you weak, especially if you're high-
spirited and strong-willed. However, until you know you' reweak, you will never
be strong. To the extent that you have illusions about your so-called strong
points, you aredepriving your salf of theblessingsof grace. Truestrength comes
from using divine power to match your weakness, rather than using human
power to hold at bay God’sgrace provision for you.

Perfect happinessin spiritual autonomy isdocumented in Heb 13:5.

Heb 13:5“Let your lifestyle be freefrom thelove for money, being content [+H]
with what you have. For HeHimself hassaid [Deu 31:6], ‘| will never leave you
nor will I ever forsake you.””

Thereisnothing wrong with money; it isnecessary to live. However, if money
becomes your master, you become a pitiful slave to money. M oney was not



designed to bring happiness. I f you already have capacity for perfect happiness,
you can handlethe accumulation of money without becoming adavetoit. So
your lifestyleisto befreefrom thelovefor money.

However, if your lifeisfreefrom money you won't livelong. Theobjectiveisto
have money as your slave and perfect happiness as your master. If you are
content with what you have, you have a measure of perfect happiness. In
spiritual autonomy, you nolonger think you want more, more, more! You realize
in Heb 13:5, “He Himself hassaid [Deu 31:6], ‘| will never leave you nor will |
ever forsakeyou.’”

Thispromiseis God’'sguaranteeto you from the day of your salvation, based
on God’s perfect integrity. He will never leave or forsake you. This promise
assuresyou of both temporal and eternal security. God will never leaveyou in
life, nor forsake you in dying. However, this doesn’t prevent God from
disciplining you or allowing the law of volitional responsibility to function.

Rom 14:22 “The doctrine which you have [metabolized doctring], have it
according to your own norms and standards before God. Happiness belongs to
that person who does not condemn himself in what he approves.” This verse
referstothestatusquo of thebeliever in spiritual autonomy, who hasdoctrinal
normsand standardsin hissoul, resultinginright priorities. Therefore, hehas
God’s perfect happiness.

Thebeliever in spiritual autonomy doesnot feel threatened by thecriticism of
legalism. He knows he'sdoing theright thing even while being maligned and
judged asthevictim of jealousy, bitter ness, arrogance, implacability, and all
the revenge motivation related to envy. The believer in spiritual autonomy
doesn’t copy thoseheadmires, nor ishebullied into any legalism. Theresult of
having one's own norms and standar ds before God isthe increase of perfect
happiness in life. We go through life in self-condemnation if we violate our
normsand standardsor if wearevictimized by legalism and society’ sstandar ds.
A lot of peopleapproveof ther lifestyleand do not condemn themselvesbecause
of arrogance. However, thisphrasedoesn’t refer to those who don’t condemn
themselves smply because their arrogance and ignor ance have replaced any
normsand standar dsthey might havehad. Thebéliever in spiritual autonomy
has doctrinal norms and standards and yet, because of perfect happiness, no
longer condemnshimself.

1Pe 3:14 “But if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are happy
[+H in spiritual autonomy].



Isa 8:12b “Therefore, do not fear what they fear, and do not let yourself be
intimidated.”

Tosuffer for righteousness sakeisareferenceto momentum testing, suffering
for blessing to those in spiritual autonomy. People aren’t happy in suffering
unlessthey arein spiritual adulthood, the place of perfect happiness.

1Pe4.14“1f you arereproached because of the person of Christ [and you arein
gpiritual autonomy], you are happy because the Spirit of glory and of God
refreshes you.”

In momentum testing, other swill reproach you. Thisphrase specifically refers
topeopletesting. “ The Spirit of glory” isaspecificreferencetotheomnipotence
of God theHoly Spirit functioning insidethe PPOG. Refreshment in disaster
is perfect happinessin your life.

Jam 1:2 “ Consider it all happiness [perfect happinessin spiritual autonomy],
my brethren, when you encounter various testings.”

You can’t consider adver sity happiness until you have the happiness of God.
And until you have perfect happiness, you can’t useit to handlesuffering. The
“varioustestings’ refer tothefour partsof momentum testing.

Perfect happinessisdocumented in spiritual maturity, Phi 4:11-13.

Our corrected trandation of Phi 4:11-13reads, Phi 4:11 “ Not that | speak with
referencetoneed, for | havelearned to be content [+H] in whatever circumstances
I arT].Il

Phi 4:12 “In fact, | have come to know how to be humbled and | have come to
know how to live in prosperity. In any and every circumstance, | have been
initiated, both howto befilled, how to be hungry, how to be prosperous, and how
to suffer need.”

Phi 4:13 "1 have the power to attain all things through Him [God the Father]
who makes me strong.”

Point 8. Why Contentment is Synonymouswith Happiness.

It’sinterestingthat our Lord wasnever married, never had any children, and
never became wealthy or successful from the human standpoint, yet He was
perfectly happy and totally content. He was ridiculed and endured greater
pressures than we will ever know; yet all those years He always had perfect
happiness. He did not havethethingsthat people associate with happinessin
our day and age, like a good marriage, a healthy family, a good job, a lot of



money, anicehome, etc. Yet He served asan exampleto usof what it meansto
have perfect happiness and perfect contentment.

InJoh 3:29"“ Hewho hasthebrideisthebridegroom [areferenceto TLJC]; but
thefriend of the bridegroom [a reference to John the Baptist], who stands and
hears him, rejoices greatly [has great inner happiness] because of the
bridegroom’s voice. And so this happiness of mine has been made full.”

According to human viewpoint of life, John the Baptist had a tragic life. He
had the type of ministry not associated with fun and happiness but with
tremendousopposition, even though hewasalwaysright. It isvery frustrating
to be right but never be recognized as being right even once. That was the
“tragedy” of hislife. But John says at the end of verse 29, “and so this joy
[inner happiness] of mine has been made full or brought to completion.”

John was one of those rare individuals in his generation who had reached
spiritual maturity. John wasa man who lived the spiritual lifefrom salvation
to hisdeath. When he said in ver se 29, “thisjoy of mine has been made full or
complete,” herecognized Jesus Christ asthe Messiah, the God-man, the only
sour ce of salvation. Then headded in Joh 3:30 “He must increase, but | must
decrease.”

Thisisthe antithesis of human viewpoint living. Think of how many people
you know, friends, loved ones, peers, other believers, who do not livewith that
statement in view.

Joh 3:30“ Hemustincrease[in my life], but I [my human viewpoint and fleshly
thinking] must decrease.”

Inner happinessisinside of you that you can takewith you through any set of
circumstancesin life. Even if you arealone, like John the Baptist was, you are
perfectly happy. In fact, the problem of loneliness is the easiest problem to
solvefor thematurebeliever. If you arein acrowd, you are happy. Whether in
pleasant or adver secircumstances, you arehappy. I f you arealiveand healthy
or dying, you have perfect happiness.

Perfect happinessfor the believer isdescribed in Phi 4:11-13.

Phi 4:11“ Not that | speak with referenceto need, for | havelearned to be content
[+H] in whatever circumstances| am.”

Phi 4:12 “In fact, | have come to know how to be humbled and | have come to
know how to live in prosperity. In any and every circumstance, | have been



initiated, both how to befilled, how to be hungry, how to be prosperous, and how
to suffer need.”

Phi 4:13 "1 have the power to attain all things through Him [God the Father]
who makes me strong.”

Once you reach spiritual maturity, you have an entirely new and refreshing
system of thinking, and you never think in termsof needs. We all continueto
have needs, but they will becomelessand lessimportant to you asyou advance
through thedifferent stagesof spiritual adulthood. Thisisbecauseyou finally
cometorealizethat God hasknown your needs all along. And in effect, once
you reach spiritual adulthood, needsbecomeinconsequential soyou don’t have
to spend your time thinking about them. Of cour se, asan organized believer,
you still plan for them. But your needsaren’t nearly asimportant to you once
you reach spiritual adulthood, resultingin an improved prayer lifethat doesn’t
focus on all your needs. Aslong as your needs have number one priority in
your life, it’'simpossiblefor you to reach spiritual adulthood.

Notice what Paul said in Phi 4:11 “ Not that | speak with reference to need, for
| have learned to be content [+H] in whatever circumstances| am.”

Happinessissomethingyou lear n, not something you have, want, or anticipate.
You must learn how tolivein adver sity and prosperity. Asinverse 11, tolearn
tothiscontentment takealot of repetition of Bibledoctrine, especially mystery
doctrine concer ning the uniqueness of the Church-age.

Contentment isactually asynonym for perfect happiness, asin other passages,
such as 1Ti 6:8“1f we have food and shelter, with these we shall be content.”

Thepoint is, when you have perfect happiness, what moredo you need? Per fect
happinessis all you need to sustain you, even when you’'rein adversity and
have needs. If you have the happiness of God, you don’t really need anything
beyond food and shelter.

One of the greatest signs of prosperity is maximum use of perfect happiness.
Think of the peopleyou know who havealot moremoney and possessionsthan
you do, but they are miserable in most cases! Or if they are not miserable,
they’rejust putting on afacade of happiness; it’sjust afront for afrustrated
life.

Prosperity from maximum use of perfect happinesscomesfrom goingthrough
thevalley of momentum testing, passing the different tests, and advancing to
gpiritual maturity.



Psa 84:5 “How happy is the person whose strength isin the Lord; In whose
heart ison pilgrimage!”

Psa 84.6 “ Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a spring, The early
rain also coversit with blessings.”

Baca meansweeping and it speaksof going through adver sitiesand difficulties
and trials and heartaches; yet hereit says perfect happiness can make those
situationsa spring or a place of blessing!

And that’sthe samething Paul is saying in Phi 4:11 asyou pass the different
testsin your advanceto spiritual maturity.

In Heb 13:5 “1 will never leave you nor forsake you,” the faithfulness of our
Lordisthereason for usto becontent with such thingsaswehave. Thisrefers
to temporal security which isfreedom from worry, fear, anxiety, etc.

So Paul goes on to say in Phi 4:12 “In fact, | have come to know how to be
humbled.”

Thisissomethingweall must lear n, because by naturenone of usarehumble.
Humility meansobjectivity. Humiliation isassociated with arrogance; but being
humbled isassociated with spiritual growth and under standing God’s grace.
Humility comeswith the organized life of the believer in spiritual adulthood.
And what we don’t learn from Bible doctrine, we will learn from adver sity
and undeserved suffering.

Sufferingisagreat teacher tothewise, but isbitter for those who resist Bible
doctrine.

Suffering provides maximum opportunity to apply metabolized doctrine to
life.

So, oneof thehardest thingstolearnin lifeisto behumble. However, God will
providethislesson for usthrough doctrineand suffering. You cannot be great
without humility. Humility isthefantastic spiritual dignity that carrieswith it
per fect happiness.

Phi 4:12 “In fact, | have come to know how to be humbled and | have come to
know how to live in prosperity.”

You must also learn how to be happy in prosperity; yet very few prosperous
people understand this. It is difficult for prosperity to successfully work in
anyonesimply because of arrogance. Arrogance destroys capacity for lifeand

especially capacity for prosperity.



Then Paul goes on to say, Phi 4:12 “In any and every circumstance, | have
learned the secret or | have been initiated,”

The Greek word here memuemai means to be initiated into a fraternity, to
lear n the secretsof that frater nity, and to endurethetestingsof that frater nity.
The Church is the fraternity, and we are initiated through learning Bible
doctrineand enduringin suffering for blessing.

Phi 4:12 “In any and every circumstance, | have been initiated, both how to be
filled, how to be hungry, how to be prosperous, and how to suffer need.”

Both categories, “ How to be prosperous and how to suffer need,” are necessary
for theadvanceto spiritual maturity and thefulfillment of the PPOG.

Paul attained the fantastic point of having God’s perfect happinessin every
possible circumstance through maximum use of divine power.

Phi 4:13 “1 have the power to attain all things through Him [God the Father]
who makes me strong.”

“I havethe power” isareferencetothe availability of divine omnipotence for
the execution of the PPOG. It isareferenceto the same power availableto us
in the great power experiment of the Church-age as Christ used on the cross.
He was able to remain perfect, though judged for all the sins of the world,
because He was sustained by the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit and
because He had perfect happiness, thegreatest of all problem-solving devices.

Your strength depends on you learning that God’s power, in three categories
(omnipotence of the Father, omnipotence of the Son, and omnipotence of the
Spirit), isavailable to you. It’simportant for you to attain perfect happiness
through the perception of doctrine. Utilizing the perfect happiness of God is
theonly way to dieand theonly way tolive. Perfect happinessactually equates
livingwith dying for thebeliever. In any and every circumstance, the believer
who hasadvanced to spiritual adulthood has perfect happiness.

That’swhy Paul said in Phi 1:21, “For me, living is Christ and dying is profit.”

In Phi 4:13“ 1 havethe power to attain all things,” “all things’ refer tothethree
stagesof spiritual adulthood, the great problem-solving devices, and themature
believer’stremendousinvisibleimpact on history.

Perfect happinessisincreased at each stage, but the believer must continueto
learn and apply doctrine. Every believer has the same opportunity to attain
the same spiritual adulthood and perfect happinessand invisibleimpact.



The source of thispower isthe Father in Phi 4:13,“1 can do all thingsthrough
Him.” “Through Him” in the original Greek is en plus the instrumental of
agency which expressesthe personal agency of God the Father.

The same power available to our Lord in the dispensation of the hypostatic
union isnow availableto us.

Phi 4:13 1 have the power to attain all things through Him [God the Father]
who makes me strong.”

Theword for strength isthe present active participle of endunamoo which is
endunamounti which can be trandated either “through Him who makes me
strong,” or “through Him who pour sthepower intome.” God the Father makes
thispower availableto us.

Principlesconcer ning happinessand contentment:

1) True happinessisto enjoy the present, without anxious dependence upon
the future, and to rest satisfied with what we have. The person with true
happiness needs nothing moreto make him happy.

2) Thegreatest blessing a per son can experience, the perfect happinessof God
in the soul, iswithin our reach. The wise person iscontent with who heisand
what he has, without wishing for anything else.

3) Happinessis actually the absence of the striving for happiness. For many
individuals, contentment consists not in adding morefuel, but in taking away
somefire. Thereisnoend of cravingand desiring thingswhen you area car nal
believer.

4) Whiledreamsand goalsthat we eagerly pursuebringlittle happinesswhen
we achievethem, most of our pleasuresin life come from unexpected sour ces.

And that’s because God knowswhat will really make us happy, not us!

Thebook of Proverbswasbasically written by Solomon, but the 30th chapter
of Proverbswaswritten by a man named Agur.

As Agur watched Solomon he realized that Solomon was rich beyond belief.
Solomon got trapped into accumulating more and more riches, so he kept
marrying foreign wivesto bringin moretreasure and moretreasure, until he
brought Israel intoidolatry and ruined hisown life.

So Agur commented, asaresult of watching Solomon, Pro 30:7-9 “ Two things
| asked of Thee, Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me neither poverty



nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, Lest | be full [rich] and
deny Thee and say, ‘Who isthe Lord?"”

Hesaid “Don’t givemetoo much, I'll tend todeny you! I’ [l becometotally self-
sufficient!”

Having thingsto look forward toisa major source of happiness, and most of
usreceive moregratification from the anticipation of thingsthan we do from
actually acquiring them. Onceweachievealong sought goal, instead of feeling
satisfied, most of usturn our attention tothenext item along our road of desire.

5) Some people are obsessed with the desire to possess enough wealth and
statusto guar anteethem happiness. Thisisafoolish notion. Thereisnot enough
wealth and statusin the entire world to make even one person happy if that
per son cannot be happy without it. If wewant to be happy we must accept the
fact that happinessisajourney, not adestination. It isajourney with noregrets,
guilt, shameand embarrassment becausethereisin clarity of mind. Happiness
isamethod of life; it ismore of away of travel than a destination.

Rom 14:22 “Happiness belongsto that person who doesnot condemn himself in
what he approves.”

Freedom from guilt and condemnation isthrilling and fulfilling and absolutely
essential tomental health and happiness. For any man tobehappy it isnecessary
for him to be mentally faithful to himself.

6) Truecouragemeansto bear difficulties, heartachesand pain without letting
it spoil your happiness. Remember that no one can make you fedl inferior
without your consent. It iswisefor ustoforget past troublesbecausethereare
always new onesto replace them.

7) Contentment isnatural wealth; luxury isartificial poverty.

William Shakespeare said “My crown isin my heart, not on my head, Nor
decked with diamonds and Indian stones, Nor to be seen: My crown iscalled
content: A crown it is, that seldom kingsenjoy.”

To expect anything from thisworld isto expect to befed by anillusion. Every
path we follow in thisworld leads to exactly the same place: frustration and
disappointment. Nothing hereis permanent, and the only way a believer can
find a contented and fulfilling lifeisthrough Bible doctrine.



Point 9. The Concept of Self-Contained Happiness.

M ost people have becomedavesto a system of dependency which saysin effect
happinessor unhappinessdependson thecircumstancesof life. Peoplebelieve
that pleasant circumstancesbring happinessand adver se circumstancesbring
unhappiness. Therefore, happiness has become very fragile because people
aredepending on something or someone elseto makethem happy.

For most people, an instant change of circumstancesmeansarapid transition
from happinessto unhappiness. Peoplear edependent on overt circumstances
for entertainment and subsequent happiness. That’swhy stability in society is
disappearing becausethereisalack of self-contained happiness.

Self-contained happinessisthat contentment or delight, that active or passive
state of pleasure and satisfaction, that rest without stress, which isresident in
aperson at all timesregardless of the circumstances of life.

Self-contained happinessdependson thebeliever providing hisown happiness
through hisown right prioritiesand consistent per ception, metabolization and
application of Bible doctrine. Self-contained happinessis similar to sharing
thehappinessof God. You areresponsiblefor your own happiness, and nothing
outside of you isresponsible for that happiness. If you are unhappy, look to
your self rather than to entertainment, social life, romance, etc. Self-contained
happinessisinner happiness and it goes with you as a constant companion.
Therefore, you can riseaboveyour circumstances. You arenot dependent upon
circumstances, pleasure, or pleasant things for your happiness, because you
are sharing the happiness of God.

Self-contained happinessdoesnot depend on someone else making you happy
by their presence, approbation, attractiveness, attention, or lovefor you. Your
basic happiness and contentment must depend on divine viewpoint, so that if
their approbation, attention, or love turns to disapproval, you remain in a
state of contentment.

Self-contained happinessisafantastic dimension of the Christian way of life.
It hascapacity for appreciation of thelove, kindness, thoughtfulnessof others.
It hasthe ability to cope with all the categories of adver sity, such asrejection,
disappointment, antagonism, maligning, judging, slander, hatred, conspir acy,
and all other interaction problemswith others.

Self-contained happinessisa Biblical subject aspart of the predesigned plan
of God for the Church-age. Self-contained happinessisrelated to thefilling of
the Spirit and cognition of Bibledoctrinethrough theteaching ministry of the



Holy Spirit. Self-contained happiness is mandated as one of the believer’s
problem-solving devices.

Phi 3:1 " Finally, my brethren, keep on having happinessin the Lord.”

Self-contained happinessbeginsat thepoint of spiritual self-esteem, continues
with growing force when you attain spiritual autonomy, and is stabilized and
per petuated asameansof copingwith everythingin lifeonceyou reach spiritual
maturity.

Phi 4:4“Keep on having happinessin the Lord at all times. Once more| repeat
this mandate: keep on having happiness.”

Self-contained happinessisthegreatest problem-solving devicerelated to self;
for it does not depend on health, success, pleasure, approbation, sex, social
life, money, or anything elsefor itsfunction.

1Ti 6:6 “But godliness [life in the PPOG] is a means of great profit when
accompanied by contentment.”

Contentment isself-contained happiness.

1Ti 6:7-8“ For we have brought nothing into thisworld, andit isobviousthat we
can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and shelter, we shall be content
with these.”

Self-contained happinessenhancesall other problem-solving devices.

It enhancesthefaith-rest drill in Psa 146:5“ Happinessbelongsto the onewhose
confidenceisin theLord.”

It enhances occupation with Christ in Psa 128:1 “How happy is everyone who
is occupied with the Lord, who walksin Hisways.”

A believer living in self-contained happiness is on the road to glory, the
glorification of God through the execution of the PPOG for the Church.

Occupation with theL ord emphasizesBibledoctrineasthenumber onepriority
in life. Sharing thethinking of Christ aswell asthe happinessof Christ isthe
key to happiness which will give you the ability to cope with any adversity in
life.

Self-contained happiness not only motivates personal love for God but the
function of imper sonal lovefor all mankind.



Self-contained happinessisa part of the great virtue of the Christian way of
life. Self-contained happiness emphasizes grace-orientation. So when you’'re
happy within your self, you're able to treat others correctly. Remember Mat
19:19 “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

Self-contained happinessis not only a problem-solving device in itsdlf, but it
contributesto the poisethat goeswith a personal sense of destiny.

Heb 13:5“Let your lifestyle be free from the love of money and be content with
what you have; for He himself has said, ‘I will never leave you, nor will | ever
forsakeyou.””

Self-contained happinessisa problem-solving devicein adver sity.

Jam 1.2 “Consider it all happiness, my brethren, when you encounter various
testings.”

Sdf-contained happinessmeansr efreshment from God from theinner resour ces
of Bibledoctrine,

1Pe4:14 " 1f you are reproached because of the person of Christ, you are happy,
because the Spirit of glory and of God refreshes you.”

1Pe 3:14 “ But if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are happy.
Therefore, do not fear what they fear, and do not let yourself be intimidated.”

When you let your self be intimidated by anything or anyonein life, you lack
self-contained happiness. Self-contained happiness overcomes fear and
intimidation.

1Jo 1:4"Infact wewritethesethingsthat our joy may be brought to completion.”
Joy isbrought to completion by entering the door of hope on God’s agenda.

Self-contained happinessisthe endowment of Bibledoctrine.

Col 1:10-11 “That you might in a manner worthy of the Lord, bearing fruit in
every good of intrinsic value achievement; in fact, growing by means of
metabolized doctrine from God. Because you have been endowed with all divine
power from that superior power of His glory, resulting in all endurance and
patience associated with self-contained happiness.”

Point 10. The Characteristics of Happiness.
A) Perfect happinessistranquility of soul.

B) Perfect happinessisa problem-solving device preventing stressin the soul.



C) Perfect happinessis contentment of soul.

D) Perfect happiness is capacity for life, love, appreciation, gratitude, and
thanksgiving.

E) Perfect happinessisnever feeling threatened by adver se circumstances, by
people, or by evil scenarios.

F) Perfect happinessistheinvigoration of happiness.

Thisisthestimulation and enthusiasmin lifefrom right priorities, metabolized
doctrinecirculatingin thesoul and freedom from gar bagein the subconscious.

G) Perfect happinessishaving atruesenseof security, likeassuranceregarding
eternal security, eternal life, freedom from fear, worry, doubt, and
apprehension.

So, asapart of God’sgrace policy, God hasfound away to shareHishappiness
with thebédliever, ahappinesswhich never dependson peopleor circumstances,
a happinesswhich worksfor the believer in both prosperity and adver sity.

Relationshipsin Happiness:

1) Perfect happinessisrelated to the function of perception, metabolization
and application of Bibledoctrine, Pro 3:13.

2) Perfect happinessisrelated to grace function in thelife, or the function of
theroyal family honor code, Pro 14:21. You are happy when you live and let
live. When you despise the sins of othersyou make your self miserable.

3) Perfect happiness is related to spiritual maturity, Psa 146:5, Pro 16:20,
28:14.

4) Perfect happinessisrelated to supergrace prosperity, Psa 128:1-4.
5) Perfect happinessisrelated to ultra supergrace, 1Pe 3:14, 4:14,

6) Perfect happinessisrelated to the conscience of the mature believer, Rom
14:22.

If you perseverewith your spiritual advancein spiteof thecriticism of others,
you will enjoy perfect happiness. However, you will losethat happinessif you
allow their criticism to distract you from your dedication to Bible doctrine.



7) Entranceintotheplan of God at salvation isthe beginning of gracefunction
and happinessfrom God, Psa 9:14. Eternal salvation and eternal security are
often associated with happiness.

8) Perfect happinessisrelated to the believer'srecovery from carnality and
reversionism, Psa 51:12.

9) Perfect happinessisrelated to Bible doctrine in the soul of believers, Neh
12:43.



