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We begin with EPH 1:2 Paul where the apostle Paul says; 

  

EPH 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

This brings us to our next word in verse 2 which is grace. 

  

And therefore, we have begun. 

  

 The Doctrine of Grace  

 Point 1 was our Introduction.  

  

Point 2 is where we are: 

  

Point 2.  The Definition and Description of Grace. 

  

As many of you know, we have been noting; 
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 Grace in the dying stage and now we are learning about grace in the living 
stage and what it means to be a witness for our Lord.  

  

Let’s note some of what we noted Wednesday on the principle of being a soul 
winner for Christ in Mat 4. 

  

 PRO 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who is wise wins 
souls.  

  

 The fruit that a mature believer produces results in is the privilege of eating from 
the Tree of Life in time and in all eternity.  

  

But  I want you to notice what the Lord put on equal basis and that is winning 
souls.  

  

In fact, Daniel tells us that one of the signs of the last days will be winning souls; 
Dan 12:3. 

  

 DAN 12:3 "And those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of 
the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars 
forever and ever.  

  

And  Why does it say not only are you wise if you win soul, you will win souls but, 
why are stars mentioned?  

  

Stars are mention because of what the apostle Paul said in 1CO 15. 

  

 1CO 15:41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.  
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 1CO 15:42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body; it 
is raised an imperishable body.  

  

So, let’s look at the importance of witnessing. 

  

First of all, what did the most intelligent individual have to say about witnessing? 

  

Turn to Mat 4, but he’s not the one I am talking about who is the wisest man ever, 
that would be TLJC. 

  

MAT 4:18 And walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who 
was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were 
fishermen. 

  

MAT 4:19 And He *said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men." 

  

MAT 4:20 And they immediately left the nets, and followed Him. 

  

MAT 4:21 And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 
nets; and He called them. 

  

MAT 4:22 And they immediately left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 

  

Note a few principles from this passage. 

  

 1. A fisherman must have a desire to fish.  



 4 

  

Our desire to fish is 2CO 5:17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new 
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

  

 This is the first principle in witnessing for Christ, you must be enthusiastic about 
the Lord and about seeing men saved.    

 2. A fisherman must be equipped to fish. You cannot fish without some sort of 
equipment. To be a fisher of men you must know pertinent doctrine.  

 2TI 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in righteousness;  

  

 2TI 3:17 that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  

  

 3. A fisherman has to go where the fish are located.  

  

You can’t go to a big body of water just because it’s big and you expect to catch 
fish when there are none to catch. 

  

You have to know where the fish are located. 

  

 4. A fisherman must know how to bait a hook.  

  

There are different ways of baiting different categories of fish. 

  

 There are many ways to approach people with the gospel.  

  

 5. A fisherman has to keep out of sight because if he doesn’t, he frightens the fish.  
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I think of Sarah, Abraham’s right woman and what Peter said about her in 1PE 3:1-
7. 

  

 1PE 3:1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that 
even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word 
by the behavior of their wives.  

  

 When it comes to the frighting the fish casting a shadow over the water can 
frighten them.  

  

Do not frighten those you’re trying to catch. 

  

 The principle is that the issue must be the gospel, not our personality.  

  

 6. A fisherman will be rewarded.  

  

Look at LUK 6:35 "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 
High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. 

  

We also have another passage that many are familiar with, 1Co 3:10-16. 

1CO 3:10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master 
builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be 
careful how he builds upon it. 

  

1CO 3:11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. 

  

1CO 3:12 Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, 
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1CO 3:13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because 
it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's 
work. 

  

1CO 3:14 If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a 
reward. 

1CO 3:15 If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall 
be saved, yet so as through fire. 

  

1CO 3:16   Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? 

  

 REV 22:12 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to 
every man according to what he has done.  

  

And then finally, the #7. 

  

 7.  A good fisherman is patient, he never gives up.  

  

  

 PSA 37:7   Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him 
who prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.  

  

Now, with all that in mind, let’s go back to 

  

 The importance of the three witnesses.  

  

 1. The first witness is our Lord Jesus Christ; REV 1:4-6.  
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REV 1:4   John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, 
from Him who is and who was and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits who 
are before His throne. 

  

  

REV 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first born of the dead, and 
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our 
sins by His blood, 

  

REV 1:6 and He has made us {to be} a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to 
Him {be} the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 Notice that He is the first witness, but He also gave us the opportunity to be 
witnesses ourselves.  

  

For remember in the Word of God we have three witnesses;  

  

 1. The Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. The Church-age believer 

3. Christian marriage with the right-man-right woman analogy.  

 For the second and third witnesses it means that God knows best.  

  

That is why we have so many divine commands that run counter to our desires in 
life. 

  

 Because of His perfect sovereignty, God is able to pick the right time, place, and 
conditions of your death.  
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God predestined all this in eternity past. 

  

 Love (personal love between right man and right woman) is stronger than death, 
SOS 8:7.  

  

Turn there because I want you to get use this passage. 

  

SOL 8:6 "Put me like a seal over your heart, Like a seal on your arm. For 
love is as strong as death, Jealousy is as severe as Sheol; Its flashes are 
flashes of fire, The very flame of the Lord. 

  

SOL 8:7 "Many waters cannot quench love, Nor will rivers overflow it; If a 
man were to give all the riches of his house for love, It would be utterly 
despised. 

  

 Love is a motivation and is stronger than any fear of death.  

  

 This is also true of category one love for God the Father and occupation with 
Christ.  

  

However,  It is also true in the right-man-right woman relationship, especially 
when it comes to the third witness in the Angelic Conflict.  

The third witness is Christian marriage or the “right man-right woman” 
relationship. 

  

So, in the Angelic Conflict we have three Church-age witnesses. 

  

 One witness is the Lord Jesus Christ who is called the faithful witness.  
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 The second witness is the believer who fulfills the plan of God for his or her life.  

  

 Then there is a third witness that is not necessarily needed in a Jewish trial but 
does appear as a third witness and that is the witness of Christian marriage.  

  

And if you think you have one, congratulations if you do, but that doesn’t mean 
your marriage is not going to have a lot of trouble. 

  

 1CO 7:28 But if you should marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin should 
marry, she has not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to 
spare you.  

  

 This principle of love and then the three witnesses in Christian marriage definitely 
needs some concentration and requires an understanding of the importance of 
comparing scripture with scripture.  

  

 The Bible states that only two witnesses are needed concerning a legal dispute or 
proof for evidence.  

  

Remember once again this passage because we are going to read it again unless 
you did not hear last Sunday. 

  

 “On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he who is to die shall be put 
to death.” Deu 17:6.  

  

 DEU 17:6 "On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he who is to die 
shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness.  

  

 A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any 
sin which he has committed.  
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 Next in the book of Deuteronomy there is the evidence of two or three witnesses 
where a matter shall be confirmed; Deu 19:15.  

  

 DEU 19:15   "A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any 
iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three 
witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.  

  

 Just as the Lord Jesus Christ and the winner believer are tested and interrogated 
separately, so too will Christian marriage be tested and interrogated separately.  

  

You must go it alone, but you’re never alone because He is with you forever. 

  

 MAT 28:20b I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  

And speaking of going it alone in death, remember PSA 23:4. 

  

 PSA 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no 
evil; for Thou art with me;  

  

 The individual witness or invisible hero is of great importance as the second 
witness, but a good Christian marriage carries a strong message to Satan and the 
fallen angels as well.  

  

Why? 

  

 Because in the Christian marriage both the husband and the wife loves the Church 
as husbands are to love their wives.  

  

Let’s read the passage that I’m referring to and note that all the three witnesses are 
mentioned. 
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We begin with the command to be sure that we understand what is coming up, 
especially the three witnesses that are about to be mentioned. 

  

So, we begin with the filling of the Spirit. 

  

EPH 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with 
the Spirit, 

  

EPH 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 

  

EPH 5:20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to God, even the Father; 

EPH 5:21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 

  

EPH 5:22   Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 

  

EPH 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the 
church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 

  

EPH 5:24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to 
their husbands in everything. 

  

EPH 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her; 

  

EPH 5:26 that He [TLJC] might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing 
of water with the word, 
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EPH 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 

  

EPH 5:28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He 
who loves his own wife loves himself; 

  

EPH 5:29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just 
as Christ also does the church, 

  

EPH 5:30 because we are members of His body. 

  

EPH 5:31 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave 
to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. 

  

EPH 5:32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the 
church. 

  

EPH 5:33 Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even 
as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband. 

  

Now, there are so many principles we need to note so let’s get cracking. 

  

For example, when it says in EPH 5:31 For this cause a man shall leave his father 
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. 

  

 “shall cleave” has to do with both the spiritual and the sexual, the spiritual is the 
husband thinking with the mind of Christ and loving his wife as Christ loves the 
church.  
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And then, with the idea that the Lord gave me concerning Christian marriage being 
called a mystery, I asked the Colonel what the mystery was concerning marriage? 

  

And that is found in the last two verses which we are about to study in some detail. 

  

EPH 5:32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the 
church. 

  

EPH 5:33 Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even 
as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband. 

Now, back to the Shulammite woman. 

  

 Most “so-called” scholars believe that this is story about Solomon and 
Shulammite woman having a great relationship with each other and nothing could 
be further from the truth.  

  

All three individuals involved are not named personally. 

  

 After going back and forth with the truth of who the Shulammite woman wants to 
marry, a man with all the riches in world or the poor little shepherd boy we read 
back in SOL 8:7.  

  

SOL 8:7 "Many waters cannot quench love, Nor will rivers overflow it; If a man 
were to give all the riches of his house for love, It would be utterly despised." 

 In verse 7, the shepherd lover continues the durability of category #2 love when it 
says “Many waters cannot quench love.”  

  

This is love between the right man and the right woman relationship. 
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 ‘Many waters’ means the pressures, the disasters, the difficulties, the 
misunderstandings, nothing is going to put out the fire.  

  

Why? 

  

Look at ISA 43:2 "When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And 
through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you. 

  

 The pressures, the disasters, the difficulties, the misunderstandings, nothing is 
going to put out the fire of those who honor and respect God.  

  

Including all things Paul went through as we noted on Sunday morning. 

  

First, notice the first part of the verse in SOL 8:7 which is the phrase "Many waters 
cannot quench love” 

  

 When you pour water on this fire it just becomes stronger, there is no way you can 
put it out.  

  

 We have the Hebrew word “hophal” meaning to seduce, quench,’ which is in the 
passive stem in the Hebrew meaning that “many waters are not able to extinguish 
this type of love out.  

  

It has the same connation as Eph 4:30. 

  

 EPH 4:30 Do not griever the Holy Spirit.  

  

Also, even better with the word “quench.” 
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 1TH 5:19 Do not quench the Spirit;  

  

 When you do, you may allow the intensity of attempts to produce a pressure that 
often becomes too intense to destroy it.  

  

However, you need to remember, it cannot be destroyed. 

  

 The word for love should be translated ‘the love that the right man, right woman 
relationship has, which is designed or assigned by God.  

 1CO 7:17 Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in 
this manner let him walk. And thus I direct in all the churches.  

  

 Prin: There is no way to destroy what God has designed.  

  

 You can distort it, you can run from it, you can destroy capacity, you can knock 
out the happiness connected with it, but you can’t change it.  

  

 If a man would give all the substance of his house for love, he would utterly be 
despised.  

  

 The word for ‘give’ means he would give all of his substance says Qal imperfect 
of the Hebrew verb “Nathan” which means he would make payments.  

  

 If it was in the perfect tense, he would pay it all at once, but the qal imperfect 
means he would keep on giving for the rest of his life just to buy this love.  

  

But it can’t be bought. 
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 To try to buy it, “it would be utterly contemned says the Hebrew verb “buzh” and 
the word means to despise.  

  

 Prin: You cannot buy category #2 love.  

  

 Second prin: You cannot buy what God has designed.  

  

Now, continuing our study concerning death turn to JOH 14. 

 Death means a new home, JOH 14:1-3.  

  

We missed some points here. 

  

First of all, concerning the death of a believer. 

  

JOH 14:1 "Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 

  

JOH 14:2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I 
would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 

  

JOH 14:3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

  

 Death means realization of eternal life, JOH 10:28; 11:13; 1JO 5:11-12.  

  

Here are the passages, though I didn’t give you the correct reference in Joh 11:13, 
but I will this morning and you will see why! 
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In JOH 10:28 we have our first passage, I give eternal life to them, and they shall 
never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. 

  

Go forward to JOH 11, and here’s the passage I want to note for you and it’s a 
great passage. 

  

It all began as our Lord was going to visit his friend Lazarus. 

  

 All of a sudden, a friend of the family of Lazarus, named Mary and Martha, 
apparently sent word that Lazarus was sick and he died.  

  

He said to the rider, “Go and tell them I’ll be there!” 

  

So, Martha and Mary ran up to Jesus basically rebuking Him for not coming quick 
enough. 

  

But on His way there Martha and Mary ran to meet Him. 

  

 1. Martha blamed the Lord from not being there in time.  

  

  

 2. Mary said, “even now the Lord would hear your prayer because you are the 
resurrection and the life; and he who believes in You shall live even if he dies; 
JOH 11:25.  

  

 Mary said something to the effect that “even now God would grant the Lord 
whatever He asks,” including bring Lazarus back from the dead.  

  

Let’s read the whole passage this time. 
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JOH 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. 

  

JOH 11:2 And it was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped 
His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 

  

JOH 11:3 The sisters therefore sent to Him, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom You 
love is sick." 

  

JOH 11:4 But when Jesus heard it, He said, "This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it." 

  

JOH 11:5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 

  

JOH 11:6 When therefore He heard that he was sick, He stayed then two days 
longer in the place where He was. 

  

JOH 11:7 Then after this He *said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 

  

JOH 11:8 The disciples *said to Him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to 
stone You, and are You going there again?" 

  

JOH 11:9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks 
in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 

  

JOH 11:10 "But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not 
in him." 
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JOH 11:11 This He said, and after that He *said to them, "Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep; but I go, that I may awaken him out of sleep." 

  

JOH 11:12 The disciples therefore said to Him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will recover." 

  

JOH 11:13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that He was 
speaking of literal sleep. 

  

JOH 11:14 Then Jesus therefore said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead, 

  

JOH 11:15 and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may 
believe; but let us go to him. " 

  

JOH 11:16 Thomas therefore, who is called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, 
"Let us also go, that we may die with Him." 

  

JOH 11:17   So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb 
four days. 

  

JOH 11:18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off; 

JOH 11:19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary, to console them 
concerning their brother. 

  

JOH 11:20 Martha therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet 
Him; but Mary still sat in the house. 

  

JOH 11:21 Martha therefore said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 
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JOH 11:22 "Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You." 

  

JOH 11:23 Jesus *said to her, "Your brother shall rise again." 

  

JOH 11:24 Martha *said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day." 

  

JOH 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in 
Me shall live even if he dies, 

  

JOH 11:26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you 
believe this? " 

  

JOH 11:27 She *said to Him, "Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, 
the Son of God, even He who comes into the world." 

  

JOH 11:28 And when she had said this, she went away, and called Mary her sister, 
saying secretly, "The Teacher is here, and is calling for you." 

  

JOH 11:29 And when she heard it, she *arose quickly, and was coming to Him. 

  

JOH 11:30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha met Him. 

  

JOH 11:31 The Jews then who were with her in the house, and consoling her, when 
they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, supposing that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 
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JOH 11:32 Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at 
His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died." 

  

JOH 11:33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her, also weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled, 

  

JOH 11:34 and said, "Where have you laid him?" They *said to Him, "Lord, come 
and see." 

  

Then one of the shortest verses in the Bible JOH 11:35 Jesus wept. 

  

JOH 11:36 And so the Jews were saying, "Behold how He loved him!" 

  

JOH 11:37 But some of them said, "Could not this man, who opened the eyes of 
him who was blind, have kept this man also from dying?" 

  

JOH 11:38   Jesus therefore again being deeply moved within, came to the tomb. 
Now it was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 

  

JOH 11:39 Jesus said, "Remove the stone." Martha, the sister of the deceased, said 
to Him, "Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days." 

  

JOH 11:40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you, if you believe, you will see the 
glory of God?" 

  

JOH 11:41 And so they removed the stone. And Jesus raised His eyes, and said, 
"Father, I thank Thee that Thou heardest Me. 
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JOH 11:42 "And I knew that Thou hearest Me always; but because of the people 
standing around I said it, that they may believe that Thou didst send Me." 

  

JOH 11:43 And when He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, 
"Lazarus, come forth." 

  

JOH 11:44 He who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings; and 
his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus *said to them, "Unbind him, and 
let him go." 

  

JOH 11:45   Many therefore of the Jews, who had come to Mary and beheld what 
He had done, believed in Him. 

  

JOH 11:46 But some of them went away to the Pharisees, and told them the things 
which Jesus had done. 

  

 Because of His perfect sovereignty, God is able to pick the right time, place, and 
conditions of your death.  

  

However,  The Church Age believer’s impact will not be made known until the end 
of the Angelic Conflict.  

  

We do have some hints as to the situation of positive believers in time when we 
study the book of Revelation. 
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In chapters 2 and 3, there is the mention of rewards and blessings imputed to 
winner believers, but it is difficult to comprehend it all in this current stage of the 
conflict. 

  

 What can be evaluated is the importance of eternal fame in heaven compared to 
the fleeting fame many obtain here in the cosmic system.  

  

 MAT 16:26 "For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and 
forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  

  

 In your own spiritual walk and personal sense of destiny, you have the capacity 
right now to have phenomenal opportunity and potential through your marriage to 
impact this conflict in a magnificent way.  

The spiritual life is unique and was pioneered by the Lord Jesus Christ and was 
passed on and revealed in detail for every believer in the Church Age to imitate. 

  

No one lived this unique spiritual life before the humanity of Jesus Christ, and then 
it was passed on with two added extras, which are both extremely important: 

  

 1. Problem-solving device #1, rebound (1Jo 1:9). 

2.  Problem-solving device #10, occupation with the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  

This is not the imitation of hypocrisy or plagiarism, nor has this anything to do 
with academic dishonesty. 

  

It is perceiving and learning the proper doctrine needed to follow and fulfill the 
spiritual life for the Church Age believer. 

  

And this is where we pick it up next time; 
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